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EDITOR'S NOTES

Thomas Jefferson once

remarked that "banking institu

tions are more dangerous than
standing armies". Certainly, the
financial clout that many banks

hold and the potential power
that they wield means that their
activities should be carefully and

clo sely monitored. A corrupt or
even unstable banking system
can have serous repercussions

in society. In most states, the
task of supervising the banking industry comes under the
remit of the central bank. In this issue, The New Presence

briefly out1ines the role that the Czech ational Bank (C B)
has in monitoring this country's financial establishments and
looks at how well it has performed in the years since the fall

of communism. Considering the disturbing number of Czech
banks that have collapsed in the past decade, the CNB's activ

ities certainly warrant further inspection. An efficient and
pro perly functioning central bank is especially vital now that
the country is preparing to meet the monetary and fiscal
challenges of EU accession.

The enlargement of the European Union also features

prominently in this issue. Our EU Expansion theme looks
at the possible future development of the Union whilst our

Opinions section analyses the significance of the Czech
Republic's entry to the EU and what it means for this
country. The subject of Europe is also covered in our Then
and Now slot, which presents an article from 1934 that
attempts to define those specific elements that make us

European. It is interesting to note that much of the ground
covered is still being debated and discussed by Europeans
almost 70 years later. This issue's Culture piece also focus-

es on the EU, as Tony Ozuna casts his eye over some
European jazz recordings and looks at what the musicians of
this continent have done with what is traditionally seen as a

typically American medium.
Jazz music, with its diverse roots and fusion of styles and

innovations, can be seen as a positive by-product of Ameri
ca's multicultural society. We also focus on some other
aspects of cultural diversity in our Multiculturalism
section, which includes a short story by the award-winning.
writer Jaromír Štetina.

Any civil society, multicultural or homogeneous, depends
heavily on its system of education to consolidate its norms

and values. Bili Weldon and Daniel C. Padolsky look
at some aspectS of the Czech education system and point out
a number of its shortcomings.

The failings in the school system are undoubtedly due in
part to the difficulties of post-communist transformation.

Another aspect of this painful process is the issue of coming
to terms with the crimes and misdoings of the past. Katerina
Krejcí talks to documentary-makers Olga Sommerová
and Jan Štem on films they are making about the experi
ences of former political prisoners from the communist era.
Not surprisingly, they have some sharp comments to make

about the failure of this society to face up to the criminal
actions of the former regime and to acknowledge those who
were brave enough to stand up to it.

Finally, we also hope that you will enjoy this issue's
Interview, in which Libuše Koubská talks to both the

Czech and Slovak prime ministers Vladimír Špidla and
Mikulaš Dzurinda on a wide range of issues, including
some of those that are covered in more detail elsewhere in

the magazine.
Cóilín O'Connor

Editor

Corrections & Clarifications
The New Presence would like to acknowledge the following inaccuracies in its last issue (Summer 2003). In the Editor's

Notes, the name Agata Kowlowska should have been Agata Kozlowska

In the article The Garden Party by Tomáš Biskup, the person referred to as Viktor Emanuel Voška should have been

Viktor Emanuel Voska. Moreover, it was wrongly claimed in the same article that T. G. Masaryk went on lecture tours of the
USA in 1910and 1912.Masaryk achlally lectllred in the United States in 1902,and also visited the country on three other
occasions (1878, 1907,and 1918). Furthermore, the Czech organization Sokol is more accurately translated in English as

"Fakon" and not "Eagle" as originally sllggested.

The New Presence strives to ensure that the information contained in the articles it publishes is as accurate and factual as possible.

lf you feel that something published in the magazine is not correct, please contact the magazine's editor.
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WHAT'S NEW ON THE BLOC

A quick look at some of the things that have been
happening in the Czech Republic and the rest of

Central and Eastern Europe in the last few months
18 MAY - PRAGUE - The Bohemi

ans vs. Sparta Prague football match is
stopped early and a fan is arrested after

running on to the pitch and attacking the
assistant referee. Football hooliganism and
racism among fans, which plagued

Western Europe in the 1970s and 1980s,
continues to grow unabated in Central and
Eastern Europe. The European Football

Federation is beginning to adopt a hard
line against the trend, with both Slovakia
and Georgia being ordered to play recent

Euro 2004 qualifiers behind closed doors,
following crowd disturbances and the
raci st taunting of visiting players.

2 JUNE - PRAGUE - Czech

Defense Minister Jaroslav Tvrdík resigns
in clumsy fashion (he called his resigna

tion on then off lwice before finally resign
ing) as a result of a 36 billion CZK cut (1.3
billion USD) in the military budget, which
he claimed would hamper his plans for the
reform of the armed forces. Tvrdík also

stepped down as a parliamentary deputy
and member of the Czech CSSD party

leadership, thus placing the precarious
CSSD parliamentary majority in jeopardy
and creating a crisis in the cabinet. His

resignation has caused concern in NATO's
upper echelons, where he was regarded as
a capable, pro-reform minister.

14 mNE - PRAGUE - Czechs join
the list of former Eastern bloc countries to

pass a referendum on joining the European
Union when 77%vote in favor of EU acces

sion. As in Slovakia and Hungary, the
electoral turnout was rather low for such

an important poll, with only around 55%
turning out to vote. Prime Minister Spidla
hailed the vote as a milestone, saying that,

for Czechs, their country's membership of
the EU "marked the definitive end of the
Second World War".

23 JUNE - MOSCOW - The

Russian Media Ministry shuts down the
financially troubled TVS station, which is

the country's last large independent TV
network, and replaces it with a state-run
sports channel. "In this situation it was
necessary to make a decision aimed at

protecting the viewers' interests," the

ministry said in a statement.
30 mNE - PRAGUE - Karel Srba, a

former high-ranking official at the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, is sentenced to eight
years imprisonment for ordering the

murder of investigative reporter Sabina

Slonková. Slonková had been probing
allegatiods of corruption at the Ministry

involving Srba and his associates. Srba was
a close advisor to former Foreign Minister
Jan Kavan, now finishing his term as Presi
dent of the United Nations General Assem

bly. Kavan is himself involved in political
controversies too numerous to mention,

with his resignation from the Czech parlia

ment being continually called for from its
members. Srba has appealed the verdict.

4 mLY - PRAGUE - Prime Minister

Vladimír SpidIa calls a meeting of several
party leaders to discuss a court case won

by Franz Ultich Kinský regarding the resti
tution of assets appropriated by the state
through the Beneš Decrees (including

Kinský Palace on the Old Town Square).
The meeting, along with subsequent state

ments by Spidla's Culture Minister Pavel
Dostal, result in grave concerns, since
certain members of the Czech political
establishment are interfering with an

independent judicial process. Kinsky's
proper ty was taken from him at the end of
the Second World War when he was just

nine years of age. His representatives
argued that his age at the time and the fact
that he could not have been considered an

enemy of the state meant that the seizure
of his property was illegal.

22 JULY - STRASBOURG - The

European Court of Human Rights orders
the Czech Republic to pay ninety-year old
Berta Kohnová Schmidtová 208,000 CZK

for delays in her restitution case concern
ing su bstantial properties in the center of

Brno and other locations. The proper ty is
valued at around 500 million CZK, but it is
still not clear when the case will be finally
resolved.

25 JULY - MOSCOW - In a

landmark ruling, a Russian Colonel is
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sentenced to ten years in prison for killing

a Chechen girl while serving in the break
away province. Yury Budanov, a 40-year
old tank commander, claimed that he was

temporarily insane at the time and thought
that the girl (who had been raped and
strangled) was an enemy sniper. The case

was seen as a major test of Russia's
commitment to observing human rights in
the region.

26 JULY - PRAGUE - Alois

Grebenícek, a former investigator for the
Czech intelligence services under commu

nist rule, dies at the age of 81. He had been
charged with torturing political prisoners
in the 1950s, but managed to avoid making

even a single court appearance on the
grounds of ill health (see "On Drawing
Thick Lines: The Present and Our Commu

nist Past" on page 22 - Ed.)
2 AUGUST - MOZDOK - SOUTH

RUSSIA - A suspected suicide bomber
rams a truck into a military hospita!,

killing at least 35 people. The hospital
served a military base, which is used as a
staging post for operations in nearby

Chechnya.
5 AUGUST - WARSAW - Poland

begins deploying 2000 troops in lraq to

form the core of a 9000-strong force to
manage the south central area in the
country. The US chose Poland to lead the

operation in recognition of its support
dUling the recent war.

7 AUGUST - BELGRADE - 16

generals and a large number of junior
officers are either dismissed or retired by

the Serbian government. Serbian Prime
Minister, Zoran Zivkovic, said the move

would pave the way for a "young and

reformed anny leadership". The action is
widely seen as a purge of those who
served under former president Slobodan

Milosevic. The move is thought to repre
sent the first step towards bringing the
Yugoslav military under tighter civilian

control with a view to implementing a
broader restructuring of the armed
forces and laying the foundations for
eventual NATO membership.



QPINIONS

We shouldn't fear a
federation

Our entry to the European Union eomes at a time when

the work of the European Convention on a European eonsti
tution and on a new strueture for the Union as a whole is

reaehing its climax.

Though Czeeh president Klaus has signed the aeeession
treaty, he voieed reservations regarding the eommunity we
are about to join, expressing "yes, 'but..." objeetions

eoneerning the possible unifieation and federal organization
of the European Union. In his Munieh address on 2 May,
Klaus stated that "real demoeraey eannot be established
(and maintained) in an entity that is bigger than a state".

Klaus views the EU as a "pan-European state and the aboli
tion of traditional European nation states." He views the

"unionist and strongly institutionalized eharaeter" of
European integration as a threat to European demoeraey
and as the antithesis to voluntary eoexistenee among the

eountries of Europe.
The presidents claim resonates with ideas of the Freneh

enlightenment thinkers of the first ha1f of the 18th eentury,
who claimed that it is impossible to establish a demoeratic
system in entities greater than one single state. In partieu

lar, this statement eehoes the early Montesquieuan idea that
real demoeraey is a soeiety eonsisting of a small number of
eitizens, who personally partieipate in the exeeution of

government through assemblies and majority deeision
making.

The rebuke that Klaus delivered regarding the endeavors

of a substantial part of the European Convention also circu
lated in almost the same form among opponents of the
closer union and federal organization of the United States of

Ameriea around 1787. James Madison responded to this in
an article published in the autumn of 1787, as the ninth part
of The Federalist Papers. In 1787 and 1788, these were

regularly written for The lndependent magazine under the

pseudonym Publius by three Ameriean "founding fathers" 
Alexander Hamilton, James Madison and John Jay. In the

United States, federalist ideas won out in the end.
The debate among the "founding fathers" helped provide

an organizational strueture for the union of Ameriean states.
Madison and Montesquieu's work led to the ineorporation
of an elaborate system of eheeks and balanees in the Ameri

ean constitution. These guaranteed freedom for individual
states within a federal organization, thereby earning both
authors a prominent plaee in sehool textbooks. With the

exception of the Civil War, the rightfulness of Madison's
thoughts on the eapaeity of the Ameriean federation to
withstand factional eonfliet has been borne out by over two
hundred years of US history. John Jay's theories regarding

the need for a close unionist relationship and a eommon

foreign policy to ensure peaeeful development and eeonom
ie prosperity have also been vindieated.

It should be in the national sovereign interest for the
Czech Republie to join a clo sely intereonneeted federal

Union. We are not in a position like Great Britain, where
traditional "splenelid isolation" and a restrained attitude to
the European feeleration poses no great eeonomic or seeuri

ty risk. Our position in Central Europe will be eonstantly
threatened by the unstable Russian eolossus to the east,
whose fragile internal politieal and eeonomie eonditions

may reawaken the olel imperial sentiments towards its
western "Slav brothers."

Partieipation in a closely intereonneeteel European Union

will also benefit us in terms of politieal culture and the way
in which public aelministration works in our eountry. The

way in whieh we run institutions forms the baekbone of a
elemoeratie system of government. However, our tradition is
polluted by bad habits and instincts that still prevail as a

result of the deep imprint of deeaeles of eorruption.
Membership in a closely integrateel Europe is a chance

for us to make better use of the synergies of an environment
in whieh institutions anel traditions work. Our judieial
environment, the ability to exereise our rights, and the

operation of our economy ean all be quiekly freeel from our

distinet1y Czeeh shorteomings. Therefore, rather than
playing the role of a nervou s know-it-all anel instructing the

more experieneeel members of the European Union
eoncerning our own "Czeeh way" (with its dubious sueeess
reeorel), it is clearly in our best future interests to adopt a
position that favors positive relations anel integration with
the EU.

Jirí Zlatuška

Coming home
Commentators seem to be treating the reeent Czeeh EU

referendum as a sort of divieling line in Czech history, of
almost equal signifieance to BC anel AD. However, if one
looks at EU entry from the point of view of Czeeh history as

a whole, the event is not unique. Rather, for us Czeehs it

represents a return to a status quo, both politieal and more
importantly, psyehologieal.

In its entire history, the Czeeh (Czeehoslovak) nation was
- anel will be - truly independent for a mere 38 years (1918
1939,1946-1948 and 1989 -2004, the year of EU accession).

Sinee the 9th eentury, we have lived with other nations as
part of empires, beginning with the Greater Moravian
Empire, then the Roman and Holy Roman, moving through

the Habsburg of the 19th anel 20th eenturies, anel ending
with the German and Soviet. This explains the eombinations
of otherwise non-eompatible traits found in today's Czeeh

I1ci'še'hce
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OPINIONS

Republic: alibism and bravery, lackadaisical behavior and

industriousness, dishonesty and honesty. The former are
the result of being "under the boot" for centuries on end, the
latter were always there.

Czechoslovakia's famous interwar personality, Ferdinand

Peroutka, wrote that more than just being the nation of Jan
Hus, Czechs are the descendants of Frariz Josef. The basic
recipe for today's Czech scene was actually created under

the Habsburgs. This involves a distant and somewhat toler
ated ruler (at whom one heaps complaints over a beer) and

a loca! political scene characterized by the pursuit of person
al interests over principles. Constant politica! squabbling is
presided over by a generally well-regarded referee at

Prague Castle, whether this be T.G. Masaryk, Václav Havel,
or even Václav Klaus. These two detached extremes actually
left the Czech citizen with a fair amount of room and allowed

us to become a virtual economic and cultural superpower at

the end of the 19th and beginning of the 20th centuries.
Such productivity was - and again will be - guaranteed not

by Prague, but by the consolidation of Iocal and regional
forces, represented by the triangular relationship of village
factory owner, local mayor, and regional Hejtman. Their
dealings were not just with Prague, but with Vienna as well.

When Czechs voted for EU entry on June 13 and 14, they
resurrected the Vienna of the Habsburg's and moved it to
Brussels.

However, there are important positive differences
between old Vienna and today's Brussels. Politically, we can

be proud of the fact that our representational quotient will
increase. In the Council of Europe, Czechs will have 12
members, whereas Germany, which is eight times larger,

will have 29. Our parliament will be directly involved with
the EU, while the EU will monitor the drafting of Czech laws
to ensure fewer loopholes, among other things. There will

be give and take.
In domestic politics, the fat will start to be trimmed away.

Key issues, such as the communist past and the role of the

Communist Party, will, by the very nature of the new order,
have to be resolvecl. The Communist Party will be able to
survive only if it gives in to the 40% of its voters who voted

for EU entry. It will also have to go the way of all other
European communÍst parties and aclmit and apologize for its
role in its grisly past.

Constructive clialogue will be rewarded, while isolation

ism and power grabbing willlead to failure, not success, as
has been the case. In this regard, the ODS (Conservative
Party) leadership will have to recognize that 90% of their
voters votecl for EU accession, ancl thus be forcecl to

abandon their popu list charades. The silence of President
Václav Klaus regarding the referendum's success will
emerge as his most fatefuJ negative achievement. AJIot this

will serve to improve our Czech po!itical culture. One day,

~I

we may even stop pulling our hair out over the antics of
those we pay to represent us. This will be a we1come ancl

needed psychological change.
Our history has led us to the fact that as Czechs, we have

learned to aclapt as a small group within a framework of
changing multinational states and rulers. Thats why we
tencl to view political facts with skepticism, and instead place

equal or greater import on psychologica! aspects such as
feelings and intuitions, when confrontecl with change. For

us, EU entry means a return to the above-mentioned
scheme, one in which we flourishecl. Furthermore, it means
that we will once again be part of a stream, one in which we
have a definecl role.

Czech history has not afforded us the opportunity of self
rule and hence, the formation of a firm national character.

Globalization and European unification means that we will
have this chance only as part of a greater framework. Our

national destiny is therefore intertwined with legitimate
representational European integration, ancl our national
identity will be determined by those concrete acts that we

will bring to this process. That identity is anchorecl in our
rich and unique cultura! heritage. For the Czech nation, EU
entry thus represents merging with a stream, both national
ly, as well as psychologically. We are returning home.

Martin Jan Stránský

This article appeared in the Czech press (Mladá fronta
dnes) as well as in The Prague Post

autumn 2003
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WATCHING THE WATCHMAN

THE FIASCO CAILED THE
CZECH NATIONAL BANK

Who is watching the watchman?

The privatization and bailing out of failed banks has co st the taxpayer almost 400 billion

CZK. Yet, according to Governor Tuma, the Czech National Bank (CNB) is "one of the most

open and transparent institutions in comparison with other domestic institutions ras well asI

in comparison to central banks around the world".

The Governors of the Czech National Bank (CNB) stood by

as the national wealth of the Czech Republic was pi11agedby
the managements of smal1er banks and systematical1y
plundered by the managements of the large state-owned

banks. Yet, no director of the CNB has been reprimanded.

Indeed, at a time when the government has no money for
hospitals or teachers, the view from the directors' luxurious 6

billion-Czech-crown offices on Na Príkope is very rosy indeed.
Its ambitious young occupants await !ucrative positions with

The Governors of the Czech National Bank

(CNB) stood by as the national wealth of the

Czech Republic was pillaged by the

managements of smal1er banks and

systematical1y plundered by the managements

of the large state-owned banks. Yet, no director

of the CNB has been reprimanded.

the European Central Bank, where individual Czech central

bankers are guaranteed salaries, limousines and accommoda
tion worth mil1ions of euro and al1without paying a penny of
Czech taxes.

What does the central bank do?
In regard to its regu!atory function, the CNB is responsible

for authorizing and licensing banks, ensuring the disc10sure of

information and making sure that each bank is subject to
regular analysis and assessment in off-site surveil1ance and
on-site examinations to assess the individual risk management

systems within banks. Where a bank is in breach of regula
tions, the CNB can effect remedial measures to restrict or
prohibit the execution of some of the bank's activities, and
order an extraordinary audit. If the bank's capital ratio fal1s

below two thirds of the minimum limit (set at 8%by a CNB

Provision) the CNB can require it, for example, to increase its

capital to a sufficient leve!, to limit the acquisition of certain
(higher-risk) assets, to reduce its deposit interest rates to the

usuallevel, or to cease al1business transactions with persons
who have c10se personal or proprietary links with the bank. li
the ratio fal1sbelow one third of the prescribed minimum, the

C B is obliged to revoke the bank's !icense.

What went wrong?
In 1995, Governor ]osefTošovský proc1aimed that 95% of

the banking sector was sound. By the end of the same year,

the banking sector credit portfolio was composed of over 36%

bad loans and remained over 30% until 2000. Within a year of
Governor Tošovský's remarks, AB banka, Banka Bohemia,

Ceská banka, Ekoagrobanka, Kreditní banka, Agrobanka,

COO? banka, and Banka Skala had failed.
Optimistic prognoses are a tradition at the CNB. In 2002, in

spite of Konsolidacní banka choking on IPB c1assified loans
and the critical situation at Union banka, Governor Tuma told
European Central Bankers in the summer that "the Czech
banking system is in the best shape ever". By ]anuary 2003,

with the failure of Union banka, an incredible 100% of the
Czech banks without institutional ownership licensed by the
centra! bank had collapsed.

While CNB regulators are quick to take credit for 'complet

ing' the privatization of the banking sector and the dec1ining
levels of c1assified loans, they are also very quick to c1aim that
the CNB is not accountable for the failure of individual banks

but rather, that it is responsible for taking remedial measures
to ensure the stability of the banking system. This distinction
between the supervision of individual institutions and the
banking system is total1y artificial in the context of a 100%

failure rate. Yet, it preserves the career prospects of CNB
officers.

Who regulates the regulator?
The multiple bad loan portfolios and bank failures ought to

provoke questions at a parliamentary level as to what exactly
the CNB has contributed toward the stability of the banking

6



WATCHING THE WATCHMAN

sector. Historically, the CNB has had few public critics, the

exception being President Klaus, who argued that the CNB's
interest rate policy in the 1990s was consistently flawed.
Foreign banks based here mutely complain that the CNB has

failed to play a more active role in the legislative reform of

payment systems and capital markets. However, the more
serious accusation that the CNB in fact had a seriously desta

bilizing influence on both the banking system and the national
economy as a result of the incompetent and ethically question
able administration of its regulatory function has never been

publicJyexamined.
The large number of bank failures indicates a failure by the

CNB to adequately perform its supervisory function, and also
the failure of the Board of Governors to fulfill their executive

functions. The exceptionally high levels of negative equity

found in the balance sheets of all the failed institutions proves
that these institutions continued to grant (bad) loans and
accepted deposits for extended periods of time without fulfill

ing the statutory one-third of the 8%capital adequacy require
ment, the level at which the CNB is obliged to revoke the
license of the bank. This begs the question: Were remedial

measures implemented too late because of negligence or

By January 2003, with the failure of Union

banka, an incredible 100%of the Czech

banks without institutional ownership

licensed by the central bank had collapsed.

intent? In the case of the former, one would expect the Gover
nors to perform their executive function and identify the

source of the failure and discipline those officers responsible.
In the case of the latter, a public investigation to eliminate any
public perception of corrupt practices or criminal misconduct

by the officers of the CNB responsible for banking supervi
sion should have been ordered by the Governors.

'o
§oUo
;§
:0U
Šo
~

The CNB's impressive headquarters on Na Príkope

Case in point - UnÍon banka
In a recent example of regulatory negligence, the less-than

transparent Parliamentary Committee for the banking sector
review of the collapse of Ostrava-based Union banka concJud
ed in June that, as usual, management was to blame for the

collapse of the bank, which, to date, has cost 12 billion CZK in
pay-outs from the deposit insurance fund. One might have
expected some questions regarding the conduct of the regula

tor, since the bank had not had an audit without qualifications
audit since 1996. The bank' s auditor, Deloitte & Touche, felt
compelled in 2001 to point out in its audit findings (incJuded in
the bank's publicJy available annual report), that the bank had
extended loans to entities related to the bank, which amount

ed to almost 500%the bank's own base capital.
Responsibility for regulation falls under the remit of Vice

Governor Racocca, an executive who notes among his various
achievements on his web page, the privatization of Komercní

banka, which co st the state 60 billion CZK and involved a

autumn 2003
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WATCHING THE WATCHMAN

controversial bonus payment to the privatization team of state
bankers of 200 million CZK. ln the spirit of transparency, it

would be interesting to hear why the CNB permitted Union

banka to continue accepting deposits, even though its auditors
indicated that the bank was in trouble. Two possible explana
tions exist: the CNB, aware of this fact, was itself in breach of

legislation by not disciplining the bank or putting the bank
under forced administration, or alternatively, the CNB was not

aware of what was written by the auditor in the publicly avail
able annual report. This indicates a level of incompetence
which, in any well-managed corporation, would require the

severest disciplining of the responsible officers.
The Union banka episode highlights a pattern of imple-

The large number of bank failures'indicates a

failure by the CNB to adequately perform its

supervisory function.

menting administrations too late, which stretches back to the
Tošovský era. The collapse of the small banks had the effect of
undermining public confidence in the banking sector, and

indirectly allowedlarcenous individuals to exploit this public
distrust of banks in the credit union fiasco of the late 1990s.

But the failure by the Board of Governors to vigorously

address banking supervision inevitably led to vastly more
expensive fiascos at the larger banks. One after another,
throughout the late 1990s, the Big 4 state-owned banks filed

for public funding to bolster declining capital adequacy ratios.
But the most spectacular example of the consequences of
weak regulation occurred in 2000, with the collapse of the

third largest banking group in the country, Investicní a

poštovní banka (IPE).

The WB fiasco
The government lost control of IPB in 1995, when the state

sllspiciously fai1ed to participate in a capital increase. This
diluted the state's holding to a minority stake and allowed
entities related to the management of the bank to acquire a

controlling interest. Nontransparent financial transactions, the
incarceration of the bank's managing director, and sinister
commercial and political relationships earned IPB a reputation
as the en/ant terrible of the Czech banking sector. When no

strategic partner could be found while selling the state's stake
in the bank, the CNB approved the impalpable solution of
selling its stake to controversial ]apanese investment bank,

Nomura. This was on the condition that the ]apanese
strengthen the bank's capital base by 6 billion CZK. But
instead of finding salvation, the bank collapsed at a reported

co st of 110 billion CZK to the Czech state. The report by the
Parliamentary Commission for the Banking Sector, possibly
because of a sense of shared guilt, exonerated the regulator

and placed no blame on the CNB.
The case of IPB is a textbook example of total failure by a

regulator to perform its duties. ln the first instance, the

ap pro val of omura - in spite of the ]apanese partner being
mired in scandal- was based on the vain hope that Nomllra

would stabilize IPB prior to the bank being sold to a strategic
banking partner. The alternative was imposing forced admin
istration on the bank, but the political establishment felt that

IPB was 'too big to fail' and that the bank's collapse would
have a destabilizing effect on the economy. li the state and the
CNB did intervene, the public exchequer would have to find

the financial resources to repair the enormous hole in the
bank's balance sheet, which was widely presllmed to exist.
Thus, the state and the CNB engaged in collective fantasy, and

deluded themselves that a bank with serious capital adequacy
problems and a renegade management wOllldbe miraclllously
transformed by a ]apanese institution with no track record in

commercial banking and then, equally miraculously, sold to a
solid international institution who would capitalize all the 10ss
loans without asking the Czech state to contribute any

funding.
The second instance of reglllatory failure was when the

CNB persisted in its policy toward IPB even though verifiable
facts demonstrated that the policy was based on false assllmp
tions. The first such sign of shortcomings matenalized when

the 6 billion CZK capital increase to which the ]apanese had
agreed as a precondition for acquiring the state's holding in
the bank was financed by a 6 billion CZK loan from IPB itself.

Ominously, assets were beginning to be moved out of the

bank's control, most visibly the bank's holdings representing
30% of the Czech beer industry. Other assets were moved to

the Virgin Islands.
Incredibly, the CNB studiously ignored developments, even

though these events were sensationally reported in the media.
The reluctance of the CNB to act was based on a nllmber of

factors. First, if the regulator examined the bank and discov
ered that it did not meet the capital adequacy requirements,

the CNB had a statutory responsibility to close the bank.
Second, if they did impose forced administration, where would
the public exchequer find the financial resources to cover the
now even larger hole in the balance sheet of the bank? Third,

how could the bank be quickly sold to minimize the economic
consequences of the bank's failure with mitigating circum
stances such as the irrecoverability of offshore assets, and

lawsuits by former shareholders?
Lack of moral resolve leaves a regulator vulnerable to

unscrupulous parties. The CNB's lack of resolve was astutely

recognized and exploited by the management and sharehold
ers of IPE. The CNB did not intervene unti! other domestic

banks cut credit lines to IPB on capital markets, and until IPB

depositors started forming queues to withdraw their money
from the bank.

The hasty sale of the bank with a blanket indemnity clallse
to Ceskoslovenská obchodní banka (CSOB) was based on the

hystencal assessment by the CNB that IPB required a partner
able to react immediately who had a presence on the market

and of sufficient size and resources to manage the bank. The
failure by the CNB to regulate IPB inevitably blossomed into a
nightmare, in which the state suffered titanic financiallosses
on indemnifications to CSOB. Today, the Czech Republic,
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fresh from the scanda! of the TV Nova litigation, is exposed to
further humiliation at international courts of arbitration, as
Nomura sues the state for 40 billion CZK in compensation.

The future of regulation in the Czech Republic
When initially faced with the unpleasant reality of fulfilling

its regulatory responsibility to impose forced administration
on IPB and thus incur financiallosses which would have to be

financed by the Ministry of Finance, the CNB elected not to
enforce its regulatory function. This was a political decision
beneficial for the politicians who were originally responsible

for the appointment of the managements of the state-owned
banks. What is deeply regrettable is that, had the CNB
displayed the moral resolve to do its job, the political establish

ment would have been forced to complete the privatization of
the state-owned banks years before cronyism and rrusmanage
ment resulted in the aslTonomicallevels of bad loans ultimate

ly transferred to the state-owned Konsolidacní banka from
Ceská sporitelna, Komercní banka and lPB. Failure to privatize
these institutions retarded the evolution of financial services

and the banking system in the Czech Republic. This has cost
Czech citizens billions of dollars.

A regulator should regulate and not play politics. The

CNB's failure to regulate the Czech banking sector due to ill
conceived political motives had a profoundly destabilizing
effect throughout the past decade on the country's banking

system and public finances. The fact that not one member of
the CNB Board of Governors feels morally obliged to submit
his resignation reflects poorly on the personal integrity of all

persons serving such an extremely important function. The
governors and officers of the CNB, in the best tradition of pre
1989 administrations, refuse to acknowledge or take responsi
bility for the consequences of their actions.

Aside from preventing cartels and monitoring the bundling

of financial services, the key future regulatory challenges in

the Czech Republic will stem from the dispersion of financial
services as more non-banking entities, such as Tesco in the

United Kingdom, offer traditional banking products and
services. Divisions have become blurred between wholesalers

of financial products and intermediaries, the capital markets

and the customer. The regulatory performance of the CNB in
the past regarding non-banking institutions crystallized in the
fiasco surrounding the establishment of credit unions by

unscrupulous individuals in the late 1990s, whereby 90% of
funds deposited with these institutions vanished.

In response to these developments in financial services,

regulators in other jurisdictions are considering merging
under one umbrella entity for the regulation of all financial
services. This model would suit the Czech Republic quite well.

In the context of the Czech Republic, which is soon to join the
European Monetary System which will shift responsibilily for
monetary policy to the European Central Bank, it is expected

that the central bank would extend its regulatory role in the

The case of IPB is a textbook example of total

failure by a regulator to perform its duties.

economy. Thus, it may be anticipated that the CNB will extend
the scope of its responsibilities to all areas of financial services

inc1uding banking, capital markets, insurance, pensi ons etc. In
view of the dismal performance of the CNB in the past, this is
no cause for celebration.

Any responses to this article should be directed to the Editor.

The author is a loreign banker with long experience 01 the Czech
market.

Institution Date of EstablishmentDate of Withdrawal of License

1. Banka Bohemia, a.s. - v likvidaci

25/1/1991-

2. Kreditní a prumyslová banka, a.s.
30/10/199031/8/1995

3. Ceská banka, a.s.- v likvidaci
30/12/199115/12/1995

4. AB Banka, a.s., v likvidaci

28/12/199015/12/1995

5. První slezská banka a.s., v likvidaci

30/6/199213/5/1996
6. Kreditní banka Plzen, a.s. - v likvidaci

28/12/19908/8/1996

7. Baska, a.s., "V likvidaci II

30/8/199031/3/1997

8. Realitbanka, a.s.

25/6/199117/4/1997
9. Ekoagrobanka, a.s., v likvidaci

31/10/199031/5/1997

10. COOP BANKA, a.s., v likvidaci

27/9/19916/5/1998

11. Velkomoravská banka, a.s.

15/9/199210/7/1998
12. Agrobanka Praha, a.s. v likvidaci

14/2/19902/9/1998

13. Pragobanka, a.s.

11/9/199024/10/1998
14. UNIVERSAL BANKA, a.s.

27/1/199310/2/1999

15. Foresbank, a.s.

15/6/19931/3/1999

16. Moravia Banka, a.s.

12/5/19929/11/1999

17. Banka Haná, a.s.

11/1/19911/12/2000

18. IP banka, a.s.

1/1/19907/8/2002

19. Union banka, a.s. "V likvidaci"

24/6/1991
.

2/5/2003
20. Plzenská banka a.s.

23/11/19924/7/2003
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INTERVIEW

RUNNING TOGEfHER
Exclusive interview with Czech and Slovak Prime Ministers
Vladimír Špidla and Mikuláš Dzurinda

The following interview took place in Úpice na Trutnovsku. Immediately afterwards, both

interviewees - Czech Prime Minister Vladimír Špidla and his Slovak counterpart Mikuláš

Dzurinda - changed into running gear for the start of a 10-km European championship race

for veterans. They finished the race hand-in-hand, and Špidla improved his own personal best

time to just under 50 minutes. Dzurinda, who was several minutes faster, waited on Špidla

before crossing the finishing line. " ... we should run side by side and more importantly, go

forward together," he said once he had got his breath back.

Recently, the Czech and Slovak Republics voted by
referendum in favor of EU accession, but the Slovak
''Yes'' vote won by the skin of its teeth. Is this narrow
margin of signi:ficance?

Dzurinda: I regret the fact that sometimes we can't
enjoy or even perceive the reality of the situation
without distorting it. In my opinion, a turnout of over
52% is very good. And if we wanted to analyze it in
cletail, we woulcl cliscover that this means that not only
cliclall those who voted for the governing coalition go
to the ballot box, but 85% of those who votecl for the
parliamentary opposition parties clid so as well. Every
sensible person knows that, in clevelopecl countries,
you clon't get this goocl a turnout for presiclential,
parliamentary, ancl munici pal elections, or any other
type of poli. Though we only achievecl the high quorum
by a narrow margin (ancl I woulcl stress that it was a
high quorum), the essential thing is that the referen
clum was valicl ancl that an overwhelming majority of
over 90% of citizens votecl in favor of joining the
European Union. For Slovaks, this "narrow margin" is
veryencouraging.

Mr. Špidla, do you agree?
Špidla: Absolutely. If you look at how many people

in any given group are actually engagecl in politics,
then 52% means that almost everyone came to the
polls. It means that the choice was macle in complete
freeclom with sufficient information. Those who

clicln't go to the ballot box left it to those who are
politically active to make the clecision for them. Ancl if
you ask me if I think that the vote for accession only
scrapecl through by the skin of its teeth, then I woulcl
say that nothing worth striving for is ever easily
achievecl.

The Euroskeptics clairn that conternporary Europe
lacks a unifying concept. What do you think is the
main idea or reason behind European integration?

Špid1a:The European Union has a very simple raison

detre, which can be encapsulatecl in one worcl - peace. A
Unitecl Europe is the answer to 1500 terrible years of
European history, which resultecl in the cleath of millions
of people anclleft millions of lives destroyecl. In short,
Europe has founcl a path to peace through economic ancl
political integration as well as through social soliclarity.
Consequently, Europe has several basic, common
values. These are peace, soliclarity,freeclom ancl equality.
Anclthey are now more prevalent than ever before!

Dzurinda: We are usecl to whittling integration
clown to quotas, regulations, stanclarcls ancl financial
funcls. But the heart of the matter is precisely that
clescribecl by my colleague Mr. Špiclla.Through unifica
tion, Europe will not only be bigger, but also stronger
ancl more integratecl. This will then provicle much
greater guarantees for peaceful clevelopment. We often
forget that Europe spawnecl two worlcl wars. The more
stable ancl peaceful Europe is, the more realistic the
hope that the whole worlcl will be more peaceful too.

But Europe displayed a lack of unity during the
conflict with Iraq. Can Europe pursue a unified
foreign policy of its own?

Špidla: Not now, but in the future, yes. In 1969,
some people began to suggest that there woulcl be a
common European currency. Who at that time thought
it was an achievable goal? Thirty-two years later, the
single currency is now with us. This is a huge achieve
ment! Never before in history have a clozen states
peacefully relinquishecl their own national currencies
ancl submittecl to a voluntary integration process. After
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ON THE ROAD TO EUROPE
Slovak Prime Minister Mikuláš Dzurinda.

aJl, the strong states gave up currencies that were - to
an extent - instruments of power. These powerful states
gave this up in favor of a common goal and common
prosperity. This is an achievement that fiJls me with
such optimism that I believe there will also be a
common foreign policy. Not now, but it too will happen.

Dzurinda: Great shifts are occurring. lts little
wonder that these shifts are accompanied on the one
hand by states such as Slovakia expressing opinions
more freely. On the other hand, there is a certain
uneasiness and a drop in empathy in the short term
among those countries that have had freedom and
stability for a long time. Such great and fundamental
shifts cannot occur without a few stormy moments. But
I am convinced that this won't last long, I feel that those
things that appear negative and unfavorable today may
ultimately energize and accelerate development, and
thus, Europe will open up to new and vital issues.

Špidla: I would like to point out something which is
not fuJly and clearly appreciated, and that is the amount
of scope Europe gives to small and medium-sized
nations. A short while ago, the Danes were the leaders
of Europe, and they steered it to the end of enlarge
ment negotiations. The Greeks were also in charge
during the recent crisis, and they managed to stay on
top of things. What does this imply? That the other
nations, including the large ones, were able to accept
that the Greeks were their equals and that they were
putting forward ideas that made sense. Now thats
significant! Europe is a new political project.

What influence should national political representa
tions have in the EU?

Špidla: Nations exist just as do their political repre
sentatives. Europe is not heading for the type of state

where this sort of representation would not have any
significance. I think its importance will survive, and in
certain cases even intensify. But on the other hand,
further reasons will be found, perhaps in the common
foreign policy, for integration. lts a complicated
process.

Dzurinda: A nation is a legitimate, very natural
entity. I think that we - at least us Slovaks - will adhere
to the principle that has stood the test of time and has
been proven in the wider sphere. That is the principle
of subsidiarity. Thus, we will consistently take care to
ensure that nation states retain jurisdiction over the
things that best enable them to protect their basic,
primary interests, such as cultural identity or the devel
opment of language.

Špidla: Once again, we need only look at the last
fifty years of European history. Nobody can claim that
the Netherlands, Denmark, Luxembourg and Belgium
have given up their identity. On the contrary, their
identity has undoubtedly been strengthened.

How should Europe get along with the United States
as the only imperial world superpower and master?

Špidla: First and foremost, we must dispute your
assertion that the United States has adopted the role
of "master of the world". At present, the USA is
undoubtedly the strongest state and there is no
longer any global power that is its equal. But if we
bear in mind how huge its dominance actually is,
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the United States to do something - even in Europe!
Instead of cultivating a broadly latent anti-American
ism or developing some kind of bandwagon for
people to jUl11Pon, it is necessary to very dispassion
ately consider what route will lead to the further
stabiJization of the world in this great globalization
process. We should consider where the sources of
danger are, who are our allies and who is a threat. ..
The United States is not just an econol11ic and

military superpower, but
also a del110cratic superpow
er. Consequently, I'm
convinced that Europe
cannot go against the United
States just like the United
States cannot give up on its
good relations with Europe.

Špidla: I would also Jike
to say something else

regarding your question. In short, thanks to integra
tion, an enlarged Europe is essentially becoming the
strongest and biggest economic power. In this sen se,

"The label af "leader" is applied when
we talk abaut the United States. This

"leader's" characteristic attribute is

respansibility."
Mikuláš Dzurinda

then it is evident that the imperial tendencies you are
talking about don't exist. This is because the United
States stili functions within the context of global
politics despite its massive superiority. Consequent
ly, it is impossible to characterize it in the way you
have.

Dzurinda: I would add some comments to this.

First, it is important to remember the route the
United States has taken to

find itself in the position it
occupies today. 1'11 leave it to
others to choose the relevant

adjectives to describe it.
Without a doubt, the path it
has followed is a democratic
one. Second, the label of
"Ieader" is applied when we
talk about the United States.

This "Ieader's" characteristic attribute is responsibili
ty. It is apparent that whenever something destabiJiz
ing happens somewhere in the world, we all wait on

Czech Prime Minister Vladimír Špidla.
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if Europe has already managed to achieve this sort of
power, then undoubtedly it has global interests and a
global responsibility as well. This means that it must
look for responses to this responsibility in the wider
context, particularly in terms of its dealings with the
United States.

and that it will not simply be on the periphery. It will
retain its basic values, which are democracy, solidari
ty, equal opportunities and equal rights in relation to
all peoples and all nations. And it will nevel' be an
expanding empire.

When you talk of solidarity, do you also mean social
responsibility?

Špidla: Of course, because the basic European
model indicates that we are capable of achieving
economic effectiveness in a democratic system with
social responsibility, and that these are three
elements of the same approach, which are not in
opposition to each other. The se arch for a compro
mise is a continuous creative process, much like the
way in which you paint a landscape again and again ...
But in essence Europe is saying that it is not possible
to give up on social responsibility for the sake of

economic performance
and, at the same time, we
are not going to give up
on democracy as a basic
political principle in any
respect.

"My goal and vision is, that one day a

commander of Vietnamese origin will be

leading Czech soldiers - who would also

be of mixed ancestry - to go out and do
Dzurinda: A European what must be done." What do you think is the

immigration policy should greatest danger that
be uniform in nature. Vladimír Špidla could prevent this devel-
Naturally, the same rules ------------------- opment?
should apply for all. But essentially, Mr. Špidla has Špidla: People's foolishness. lts hard to say, but
put this point across very well already. sometimes the germs of a crisis arise in something

like the war in Iraq, and it depends on what judicious
people decide to do at that moment. When the Iraqi
problem arose, the Greeks along with other
Europeans strived to handle the situation within the
framework of a European context and European
values. A situation could occur whereby irresponsible
politicians and dangerous movements will emerge,
who will exploit some partial crisis to disrupt the
European project. This threat exists. But life is nevel'
without risk.

Dzurinda: What may still threaten a united
Europe is the weakness of those who are on the side
of the common good. I think that the entire world is a
confrontation between good and evil, love and hate,
and truth and lies. And I look at what is happening
today, and at the new phenomena that are emerging 
death cults, suicide attacks, and so on ... II those who
stand for the common good don't succumb to fear
and remain not only good but also stay strong and
resolute, then Europe will perhaps become what we
want it to be.

What form should a European immigration policy
take? Should it assimilate or integrate newcom
ers?

Špidla: We cannot go down the road of forcible
assimilation. That definitely wouldn't work. On the
other hand a considerable number of immigrants
assimilate of their own free will and completely absorb
the culture of their adopted country, and this also
cannot be prevented for any ideological reaso'n. My
goal and vision is, that immigrants will come, whilst
preserving all freedoms and integrity and that one day
a commander of

Vietnamese origin will be
leading Czech soldiers 
who would also be of

mixed ancestry - to go out
and do what must be done.

At the recent Forum 2000 meeting in Prague on the
future of European integration, one of the questions
asked concerned how the participants imagined
Europe would look in thirty years time. How would
you answer this question?

Dzurinda: Well first of all, I will no longer be prime
minister. What is less certain is how Europe willlook,
because we have not yet achieved all that we wanted
to, even in the short term. We still haven't answered
the question posed by Václav Havel at a conference
devoted to NATO in Bratislava during the spring of
2001. His question was: "Where does Europe begin
and where does it end?" I think that in thirty years
time this question will more 01' less have been
answered, and that Europe will be compact, not just
geographically but also politically. We will have
common opinions on the chief global issues. Europe
will be relatively successful in economic terms and it
will be part of a multi-polar world - in a close alliance
not only with the United States but with Russia as well.

Thats an attractive concept. Are you also that
optimistic Mr. Špidla? .LIBUSE KOUBSKÁ

Špidla: Yes, I am. I would only add that, in thirty
years, Europe will be one pole in a multi-polar world Written for Prítomnost and Mosty.
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EUROPE AFTER ENIARGEMENf
A report from a Prague Conference

In his opening remarks at Quo Vadis Evropa?, the latest

Forum 2000 discussion on the future of European integra
tion held in Prague last May, former Czech president

Václav Havel noted how the EU represented the first major
attempt to organize this continent as a political entity. In
order for this great project to succeed, however, the Union
would have to be very careful to respect the identity of its

individual components, despite the fact that a totally sover
eign state is no longer a viable option in an integrated,

globalized world. Havel also warned that the EU would
have to be wary of becoming bogged down in bureaucracy
and in its related institutions, even though these are a

universal feature of all developed civilizations.
The next speaker, Graham Avery, an expert on the

enlargement of the European Commission, rejected what
he called "the wonderful myth of the faceless European

bureaucrat". He claimed that the European Commission
was a lot more visible than the faceless bureaucracies of
nation states.

On the issue of preserving local identities, Avery point

ed out that he himself was Welsh with a British passport,
and also a member of the EU, and that these separate
identities were not conflicting but complementary. He

claimed that the next phase of development for the EU

would see it having to deal with three questions: What did
the EU hope to achieve? What means could be used to

achieve these goals, and whom did it intend to achieve
them with? He emphasized the non-hegemonic nature of
the EU, which has always strived to balance the interests

of larger and smaller states. Avery claimed that it was still
vital for this balance to be maintained, and reminded
everyone that both world wars were triggered by events in

small states caused by the machinations of larger countries
jostling for power. He maintained that the EU's system of
"digressive proportionality" ensured that the interests of

smaller states had been represented up till now. Though
the latest round of accessions meant that some structural

changes were necessary, this did not mean that the bigger

countries could club together and go it alone, as this would
result in the system collapsing.

Avery urged the accession countries to have a lively

debate on what they thought the EU should strive to
achieve. He stated that the Union was not just about subsi
dies and structural funds, but aoout the desire to establish

and achieve common goals.
On the question of whom the EU should move forward

with, Avery said it was clear that the EU has not stopped
enlarging. He cited three groups for further membership:
(1) Bulgaria, Romania and Turkey. (2) the Balkan states

and (3) the forgotten enlargement comprising Norway,
lceland and Switzerland, which he described as the last

great island of Europe. As regards Ukraine and Russia,

Avery said that he would not say yes to these countries
joining, but that he would not give an outright no either,
though in respect to Russia, he felt it would be more like a

case of the EU joining Russia and not the other way
around.

French political scientist, ]acques Rupnik, who spoke
after Avery, declared that getting the process of EU

enlargement behind us is the easy part of European
integration. He said the essential question now is whether

there is a specific European character worth preserving,
which can survive in the context of globalization. He put
forward three possible scenarios for the future develop

ment of the EU. The first scenario, which Rupnik himself
considers unlikely, is that unification would provide the
impetus to carry out the changes that are necessary to
make Europe a united player in a multi-polar world. This,

however, needs real political will to make it a reality, and
would also require a European system of governance
through standards and norms. Moreover, it would also

mean that Europe would have to confront the topic it has
been avoiding for 50 years - the issue of military capability.
Rupnik considers it more likely that Europe will extend the

liberal order through rule of law, democracy, and constant
negotiation. He envisages what he describes as a "Network
Europe" with a high level of diversity in its internal

dealings, and a large degree of openness in its external
relations. In Rupnik's view, this would be a new means of
neutralizing international tensions, and would create a

balance of power that would replace the old imperia!
system. This would actually not be a bad achievement, and
might even make Europe an inspiration to the rest of the

world. Nevertheless, it would not result in it becoming a
political player in itself, but merely a complement to a
unipolar US-led world. Naturally, the last potential scenario

is that the process would unravel and lead to division and
fragmentation. Consequently, Rupnik asserted that the EU
now stands at a crossroads, and that it mu st choose what it

wants and, more importantly, what it wants to avoid.
The renowned British sociologist Larry Siedentop, who

wrote the acclaimed "Democracy in Europe", was also a
participant at the discussion. He sees the EU as being
driven by an economic agenda, along with the sterile

opposing argument of "national sovereignty". Neverthe
less, the issue of self-government is important, in that
Europeans ought to be driven by a greater idea of
European citizenry and all that it entails, as opposed to
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'The Union would have to be very careful to

respect the identity of its individual

components, despite the fact that a totally

sovereign state is no longer a viable option in

an integrated, globalized world."
Václav Havel

"Both world wars were triggered by events in

small states caused by the machinations of

larger countries jostling for power."

Graham Avery

"Getting the process of EU enlargement behind

us is the easy part of European integration."

]acques Rupnik

"Europeans ought to be driven by a greater idea

of European citizenry and all that it entails."
Larry Siedentop

simply constructing a bigger supermarket. Siedentop feels

Europe needs a citizenry that is aggressive and interested
in its rights. He also believes that it will be necessary for
the fusion of national political classes to take place, which
would see them merge into a trans-European political

grouping. Siedentop has a number of ideas as to how to
achieve these goals. One such measure is the creation of a

charter of rights to promote a rights-based culture. He
stressed that the shorter the charter is, the better, as it is
preferable to be able to remember one's rights. He claimed
that the inf1ation of the language used to describe people's

rights has done the issue a disservice. He also propounds
the idea of bi-cameralism and the need to create a

"European Senate" involving national politicians. He

argues that this would close the distance that people feel
from the European Par1iament, and also not al10w politi
cians to use the European Parliament to distance
themselves from the EU and its mechanisms.

In a Questions and Answers session after the main

discussion, the panelists were asked about their views on

the EU's foreign policy: Rupnik thought that such a policy

was important, in that the EU cannot be taken as a given
and has to be cultivated and cared for. Siedentop also

argued that the US shouldn't be taken for granted. To a
certain extent, he claims, the future development of the US
is "up for grabs". At the moment in the United States, liber

al democracy is being undermined by the kind of popu list
politics epitomized by the Bush government. After receiv
ing a massive injection from the US after the Second World

War, Siedentop now feels that it behooves Europe to imple
ment a "reverse Marshal1 Plan", not material1y but intel1ec
tual1y in helping to preserve and promote the values of

liberal democracy.
Graham Avery argued that the EU should concentrate

its foreign policy on the "near abroad" and pursue a so

cal1ed "proximity policy". Natural1y, Russia would feature
prominently in any such policy, as it is the EU's largest and

most unpredictable neighbor. Consequent1y, in the coming
years it must be a priority for the EU to define and

strengthen relations with Russia, because the next enlarge
ment will bring the Union much closer to Moscow's sphere
of influence. He claimed that the EU would look to the new
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accession countries to assist it in this regard, as these
states obviously have more experience when it comes to

dealing with Russia. Avery also noted that the fact that the

Kaliningrad issue was amicably resolved after Russia's
initial refusal to accept the Schengen Agreement offered

some hope for further negotiation.
As regards EU security, Avery believes that this issue

would eventually be driven by some unifying event (as
opposed to the lraq War which divided people), and that
the necessary structures and institutions would fall into

place once the political will was there.
One of the last questions asked was whether future EU

expansion would involve lslamic countries and what would

be the main issues surrounding their integration. In

answering the question, Larry Siedentop admitted that the
relationship between lslam and "civilized society" would
have to be addressed. He believed that it would be best to

proceed on the basis of jurisprudence, i.e. to establish a
rights-based EU charter which lslamic countries would

have to accept if they wished to join the Union. Such an
approach, he argued, would ensure that religion was kept
separate from accession negotiations and that certain polit
ical criteria would have to be accepted in order for an

lslamic country to come on board.

COlLíN O'CONNOR

Former Czech president Václav Havel who spoke at the recent Forum 2000 conference
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CAN EUROPE COMPEIE?

The EU generates over 20%
of the world's total GDP.

Many claim that if a new power will emerge in the 21st

century, it will be China. This may be true, but in the
recent Iraqi conf1ict, Moscow's position was still a lot
more important to Washington than China's. Another
candidate as a "new power" is Europe. However, during

the Iraq crisis, the European states couldn't agree on
common objectives and procedures. Will the political
power of an expanded Europe bring about a change,

when no single European state is capable of being a
global power on its own and when common security

procedures and a joint EU foreign policy do not yet exist?

Economy
Despite the fact that European powers lost direct

control of extensive areas during the second half of the
20th century, Europe has still managed to maintain

considerable global influence, particu-
larly in the economic sphere. The EU,

the largest trading block in the world,
has directed most of its attention to

economic issues, primarily because of

the lack of political will to tackle other
areas.

Though the 15 current EU members occupy less than
2.4% of the total land on the planet and 372 million

citizens live in the EU (which represents only 6.5% of the
world's total popu lati on) , the EU generates over 20% of
the world's total GDP.

Today, the biggest and most attractive consumer
market in the world is the EU, whose "customer" poten
tial will increase from 370 million consumers to half a

billion after the next anticipated enlargement. Although
this is seven hundred million fewer potential customers
than China and ha1f a million less than India, each

customer is substantially more affluent and consumes a
lot more than the citizens of these far bigger but poorer
countries.

Culture, religion, and technology
Regarding Europe's cultural role, the wide distribution

of languages and religion are among the most important
and significant attributes of its cultural potential. Further
more, the use of languages in other countries provides a

reflection of influence. After the departure of the former
colonizers, many African and Asian states had no other
option but to continue using European tongues as their

officiallanguages, because otherwise their entire admin
istrative structure would have collapsed. The most
frequently used languages are English and Spanish,

whilst French and Portuguese have also retained their

position as so-called "imperiallanguages".
Another example of cultural ties (or perhaps cultural

imperialism?), which has a distinct economic context, is
the continuing link between colonies and their former

capitals via institutions such as the British Common
wealth, the French-speaking community known as La
Francophonie, or the newly established Community of

Portuguese-Speaking Countries.
In recent years, however, a significant shift has begun

to occur. In some former North African colonies, Arabic

is beginning to exert pressure on French, and in some
instances has even replaced it. In Southeast Asia, the

same thing is beginning to happen in relation to Chinese
and English. Nevertheless, it is still true that of the six
official languages of the UN, three are from Western

Europe: English, Spanish and
French.

As regards religion, Christianity

has a dominant position in three of
the five inhabited continents -

Europe, Arnerica, and Australia. In

terms of territorial distribution, Roman Catholicism is the
most important Christian church, whose global center is
the Vatican, which is situated in Europe.

Thanks primarily to its unification, Europe is a signifi

cant player in terms of modern technology. Because of a
politica! treaty concluded as far back as 1982 on the basis
of European institutions, a single digital standard was
adopted for the whole of Europe (as opposed to four in

the USA). Today, throughout Europe, we use a unified
GSM system, which not on ly enables mobile phones to be
used all over Europe, but which has also become a

commonly accepted international standard. Although the
USA is more technologically developed in other areas, it

is lagging behind in this regard.

Can Europe become a superpower?
Despite the above, Europe's share of the world's

population and the world's GDP has decreased apprecia
bly in the last fifty years. Fifty years ago, the fifteen states
accounted for roughly 10% of the world's population. In
terms of raw materials, the EU has less than 1% of the

world's known oil reserves, 2% of natural gas, and 6% of
coal. Hs stock of important ores is negligible. Non-renew

able resources are being exhausted, and 50% of EU
energy consumption is now dependent on imports. The
EU also imports over 80% of its ores and a range of

agricultural products. Many of Europe's most qualified
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people in the workforce are leaving the continent - most

frequently for the USA. Today, we can characterize
contemporary Europe as a region that has lost a substan
tial part of its former direct political and economic influ

ence, but which continues to occupy an extraordinarily
strong position, particularly in the cultural and economic
spheres. Nevertheless, its declining population and

especially its lack of natural resources could make it very
vulnerable in the future.

The question, however, is whether Europe and

Europeans are capable of adopting political decisions that
would once again make them a superpower in the tradi
tional sen se. Europe has all the prerequisites to become a

genuine partner for the USA, although it is necessary to

stress that any partnership would mean that it would not
only have a say in the decision-making process but also

have to pull its weight in terms of responsibility.
To a considerable extent, contemporary Europe is

reminiscent of the USA itself at the end of the 19th

century. It wields an obvious amount of economic dout,
which has not yet transformed into recognized military

or political might.

Shortened from the original.

MICHAEL ROMANCOV (1969) IS A LECTURER IN THE POLlTICS

DEPARTMENT AT THE SOCIAL SCIENCE FACULTY OF CHARLES UNIVERSITY.
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EMERGENCE AND SURVlVAL
OF THE NATION SfATE

(A manual for Euroskeptics)

The idea of a nation state may seem simple: the state

and the nation as a united entity. Many consider the nation
state to be an ancient institution of Europe. But in Úlct, for
the greater part of its history, Europe was divided into

administrations that were either significantly bigger than
the nations in them (such as the Hapsburg or Ottoman
Empires), or considerably smaller than the nations they
belonged to (as in the case of the small German principali

ties or the city states of Renaissance Italy).
Nation states are a relatively new product of historical

evolution. They emerged in Europe as a new form of politi
cal organization after a long series of revolutions, wars and
internal conflicts. Nation states, including their imperial or

renascent forms, are the result of profound social and
economic changes, which primarily took place at the turn
of the 20th century and can be briefly referred to as the
modernization process. In some Western European states

such as England, France and Spain, the nation state had
been established as far back as the 16th century.

The principle of national self-determination began to be
considered as the sole basic form of legitimate govern
ment only after the French Revolution. The conviction that
the nation and the state should be one and the same

emerged around this time. The liberal democrats of the

19th century were convinced that a nation could only
achieve fulfillment when it had acquired its own state.

They believed that the concept of the "nation" combined

with radical democracy would bring peace and prosperity
to all of Europe. However, they did not anticipate the

numerous hidden dangers concealed in the idea that the

nation and the state should be a single entity.
With a few exceptions, many old European states, partic

ularly the large multinational empires of Central and

Eastern Europe, were nationally heterogeneous, and politi
cal power in these places was based on principles that had
little to do with the idea of a nation. Problems arose when

ethnically diverse regions were subject to the notion that
the nation and the state should be a unified entity. The first
problem resulted from the fact that several nations were

sharing the territory of the same state, which, as Czechs
are well aware, was a problem for the Hapsburg Empire.
The second problem arose when one nation lived in sever

al states, as is the case today with the Kurds. The third

difficulty lay in the fact that the ruling classes in some

states belonged to a dífferent nationality than that of the

people they were governing. This was typical of many
monarchies such as the Ottoman Empíre or Prussía, which

controlled part of a divided Polish state.
For the most part, contemporary advocates of the nation

state point to its emancipating and liberal outlook in the
first half of the 19th century and, in particu!ar, they refer to

the ethos, vitality and cultural creativity of the Czech
national revival, as well as the revival that occurred in
Central Europe as a whole. They are less wi1ling to look at

what happened to the liberal and democratically conceived

"nation" in both the second half of the 19th century and
the first half of the 20th century, as well as after 1989.

From emancipation to conquest
Over time, the emancipating nationalist ideals gradually

became undermined, even in countries like Britain and

France, and were increasingly replaced by non-liberal
attitudes. Nation states became aggressive towards their

counterparts, and this frequently forced them to adopt
authoritative policies on the domestic scene. The move
away from a liberal approach was clo sely connected with
the development of imperialism, which led to the deforma

tion of the initially liberal ideas behind the nation state.
In countries such as England or France, where evolution

towards a nation state began relatively early, the middle
and 10wer social classes were able to participate in politi cal

decision-making to a greater extent. In the eyes of contem
porary historians, this gave rise to nationalism, which did

not provoke any major internal conflicts, but which at the
same time failed to prevent expansionist and frequently

aggressive attitudes from being projected externally.
Though liberalism was preserved at home, fierce competi

tiveness and aggressiveness began to predominate in
relation to other lands. Today, we are reluctant to use

concepts such as colonialism and imperialism to character
ize the 19th century, but serious West-European authors
have routinely used them.

w.j. Mommsen, a leading contemporary German histo
rian, has justified the colonial expansion of countries like

France and Britain as a means of revitalizing national

cultures. In his book, .De la colonisation chez les peuples
modernes ("Colonization Among Modern Peoples"), the

19th-century French economist, Leroy-Beaulieu, stated
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that: "A colonizing nation is creating the foundations of its

future greatness. All the life forces of a colonizing nation
are strengthened by this expansion." In Great Britain,
similar opinions were also voiced in the publications of the

Liberal League (1), which claimed that the consolidation of
an empire helps to increase the living standard s of the
working class, to improve the efficacy of a country's
administration, and to create such good living conditions,

that it enables the great imperial mission to be accom
plished. In Germany, even a critical thinker like Max

Weber did not duck the issue. In his opinion, a strong new

global policy for the Reich would overcome the prevailing
mood of resignation and stagnation. He argued that an

energetic imperial policy would provide liberalism with
new, attractive political objectives and stimulate constitu
tional and social reformo This was a wave of thinking that

almost nobody could avoid. Even German, French and
Austrian socialists were unable to evade the issue: In 1914

they consented to the declaration of the First World War,
which was a conflict between rival nation states.

Three scenarios
The philosopher and sociologist, Ernest Gellner, has

distinguished different type s of formations of European
nation states. In each, the "bond between the nation and the
state" took a different shape. In the first, nation and state
cohabited in a kind of customary marriage long before the

advent of the age of nationalism and also long before the
logic of modern society decreed that the two of them were
made for each other. Consequently, the boundaries of

strong dynastic states with centers in Lisbon, Madrid, Paris
and London were practically identical to the cultural and

linguistic borders of societies that we would identify as
nations. Thus, there was no need for major changes in such
states when the age of nationalism arrived.

The situation evolved differently to the east and south of

the Rhine. In the area that roughly corresponds to the

territory of the former Holy Roman Empire, and which in
the 19th century comprised a number of German and
Italian mini-states (some of whom were controlled by

foreign powers), the nationalist movement focused on
political unification. This was the work of the intellectual

elite and the middle classes, who managed to bring other

sections of society around to their way of thinking. This
process was not a peaceful one. Here, the formation of a

unified state preceded the formation of a unified nation.

The "common tongue" of each of the newly emerging
states was only used by the educated cultural elite, while

the other sections of society spoke different dialects.
The final scenario (which is also the most recent type in

historical terms) includes the territory of the former

Hapsburg and Ottoman Empires. Here, the nationalist
movements leading to the establishment of the nation state
were triggered by the fact that the powerful elite had a

different nationality than the subjects that they governed.
From the second half of the 19th century onwards, when

nationalism spread throughout Europe, this naturally creat-

ed explosive situations. In many cases, these scenarios were
unique in that it was first necessary to revive, or sometimes

even newly invent, a national culture and stabilize a

language, and then rapidly formulate political goals. The
idea of the nation in these areas was not quite as seLf-evident

as it was in Western Europe, since it was perceived as a
cultural phenomenon and les s as a civil and political one.

Rapid rise and a bitter talI
Following the First World War, the efforts of politicians

and the policies of the American President, Woodrow
Wilson, facilitated the establishment of a large number of
new nation states out of the ruins of the multilingual

empires. Thus, a new Central and Southeastern Europe
emerged, which generally strove to create democratic
states at the outset. This effort, however, gradually
foundered with the exception of Czechoslovakia (thanks

largely to T.G. Masaryk and the people who supported
him). Both the countries that were defeated in the First

World War (i.e. Germany, Austria and Hungary) and also
those who belonged among the victors (Yugoslavia,
Romania, and Poland) gradually transformed into Nazi,

fascist or semi-fascist states. In this process, nationalism,
with a clear-cut concept of the nation state, played the role
of an ideology legitimizing the abolishment of weak and

fragile attempts to establish democratic regimes.
The history of interwar Czechoslovakia is testimony to

the fact that the task of satisfactorily organizing the coexis
tence of all the nations of this state was practically impossi
ble. Despite all the efforts of democratic Czech, Slovak and

German politicians, we became a territory that was desta
bilized by nationalist sentiments, which put the blame for
the country's own failings among fellow citizens who

spoke a different tongue.
In many respects, the Second World War was a continu

ation of the first, but it was also the dramatic and tragic

climax of the nationalization process. The displacement of
people from different nationalities, the changing of
borders, as in the case of Poland, as well as a partial

exchange of populations resulted in nationally homoge
nous states finally being established. What radical nation
alists had always dreamed of now came to pass: states

actually began to correspond to national cultures, and
were comprised of their own populations with defined
borders. Thats why there are many who consider the

creation of a homogenous political union in the region
where both world wars began, to be a guarantee of

European peace.
Into the unknown

The initial enthusiasm for the opportunity of returning

to Europe and for giving up part of our national sovereign

ty in ex~hange for participation in the creation of an
integrated European continent has been flagging. If we
also consider the growth of neo-nationalism in EU

member countries, the circumstances in which we will
accede to the European Union are not too favorable.
There is also the uncertainty regarding the status of
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individual member states in relation to the EU's governing
bodies. Wi11 the Union evolve towards confederation or

federation? Or wil1 it, in the words of de Gaulle, remain as
a "Europe of nations" or become the free-trade association

advocated by British Euroskeptics? Essentially, this
concerns a question of authority and the issue of who will
have the power to decide on laws and policies, as wel1 as
on our destiny.

The union of nation and state is not indivisible. Their

"marriage" was the result of specific historical circum
stances, and it is definitely not a knot that needs to be tied
forever. Nevertheless, it is not possible to simplistical1y

infer from this that the role of nation states in Europe in

the present era is insignificant. The thesis put forward by
certain authors such as the "guru of Japanese manage

ment", Kenichi Ohmae, that we are witnessing the' death
throes of the nation state is unrealistic. What can be

observed in Europe, and elsewhere in the world to a

certain extent, is a slow reduction in the legal and econom
ic autonomy of the state as well as a relative dec1ine in the
sovereignty of individual countries.

On the one hand, there is no doubt that the introduction

of the euro and the application of Maastricht criteria in

individual member countries are the tools of homogeniza-

tion. On the other hand, the fact that the total budget of the
EU amounts to only 1% of the GDP of all the member

countries combined in comparison with 24% for the federal

budget of the USA il1ustrates the consistently weak
position of the EU as a political unit.

Up til1 now, the EU has simply been a union of c10sely
cooperating and mutually open nation states, who have

agreed on common, basic legal standards, but who have,

at the same time, preserved a high level of autonomy and
sovereignty. Progress towards a higher level of integra
tion has been systematic but gradual. It has always come
about as the result of democratic bargaining and com pro

mises. The haunting specter of a bureaucratic super
state, which is now being promulgated by the Communist
Party and the Czech ODS party, is not based on any

knowledge of specific facts. The experiences with the
catastrophes of the 20th century (which were linked to
nationalist sentiments that sadly were always easy to

exploit) are reflected in the shape of today's European
Union. We should repeatedly remind our Euroskeptics of
this truth.

]JRj MUSIL (1928) 15 A 50CIOLOGIST
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FACING UP TO HISTORY

ON DRAWING TIllCK UNES:
COMMUNIST PAST

A report by documentary-makers Olga Sommerová and Jan Štern

Plaeing a thiek line between the present

and the past is a eharitable invention of
the Velvet Revolution.

"... the regime lounded on communist ideology, which decided

on the control 01 the state and the lates 01 the citizens 01 Czechoslo

vakia from 25 February 1948 to 17 November 1989 was criminal

and iliegitimate, and is reprehensible.

Anyone who was unlairly allected and persecuted by this regime

and who did not participate in the lacts stipulated in Section 1,

subsection 101this Act is deserving 01compassion and moral satis-

laction," ,. _
Act no. 198/1993 olthe Collection olLaws, Czech Republic.

The Czech national television station is making a three-part
documentary series on the theme entitled ':4 bold line under it

or how we came to terms with the communist past". In terms of

both content and ideas, it is linked to the series Ztracená duše

národa (meaning '77ze lost soul 01 the nation'). This featured the

work of filmmakers, Olga Sommerová and Jan Štern, who
mapped the stories of political prisoners over the course of fifty
years. Both of these directors
have prepared documentaries

on the "bold line" phenomenon
in our society, which Czech TV
will broadcast in September of

this year. For Olga Sommerová
and Jan Štern, exploring the
theme of our society facing up

and coming to terms with the communist past is something that
touched them on an intense personallevel. What they have to

say isn't very tlattering.

OLGA SOMMEROVÁ:

No purushment, no atonement
A nation cannot be in a healthy state if crime is not followed

by punishment and repentance. And if climes are not punished

in tllis country, then this means that everything is permitted. As
Dostoyevsky wrote, this fosters moral relativism, which inter
feres with all of society - from economics and politics to person

al relationships.
Whats alarming is that a younger generation, who should

theoretically be unsullied and unaffected by the communist

past, is growing up in this atmosphere. What do the youth of

today glean from our recent history? Nothing. There is no inter
est. Society trivializes the efforts ofthose striving to see punish

ments handed out to redress the crimes of the past, society
blocks out everything that is unpalatable or discomfiting. This
indifference to people whom the communists deprived of loved

ones, health and property, and from whom they stole the best

years of their lives, is outrageous.
As a resul~ young people have no interest in this recent dark

peliod of our history. And its notjust them who are indifferent.
No one seems to be interested. No one that is, except for the
men and women who themselves had to endure it all first hand

and a few others, who may not have had to live through any

horrible experience personally, but who know light fi'om wTong
and are aware that something dirty and shameful is going on
here. It is very disappointing. These people have spoken bitter
ly of how the Bolsheviks - past and present - have ridiculed
them to their face.

The heroes of my film Bez trestu a bez pokání ("Without

Punishment and Without Atonement") are František Zahrádka,

who was imprisoned for 13 years, Luboš Hruška, a colonel
jailed for 11 years, Milan Píka, the son of the executed general

Heliodor Píka, Ludmila Šetlová, who was the daughter of a
kulak and was jailed for 5
years, Jan Beneš, a writer who

was imprisoned for 4 years,
Petr Vymyslický who was
jailed for 11 years, and Pavel

Hubacka, who was impris

oned the longest for 13 years.
He was given electric shocks

during interrogations at the notorious Uherské Hradište torture
chamber. Petr Vymyslický and Pavel Hubacka were interrogat

ed by Alois GrebenÍcek. They are also witnesses at his trial,
where the accused has not yet appeared before the court even
once.

I felt that shooting documentaries for the Ztracená duše

národa and Bez trestu a bez pokání cycle was my civic duty
towards people that I admire. I will never forget my meetings
with these wonderful, gracious people who I feel belong to the

real elite of our nation. Not just because they lived through
irnprisonment, but prirnarily because something in their make
up wouldn't let them accept the criminality of the communist

regirne and so they resisted it.

The souI ot the nation will probably not recover
What will happen? I believe, that if nothing has happened in

the twelve years since the revolution, then nothing will happen
in the future.

And the lost soul of the nation will probably not recover. It

won't get better if the country cannot address its past and there-
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mE PRESENf AND OUR

Punishment for a crime is not vengeance;

its a way of purging wrongdoings after

the ensuing penitence.

fore come to terms with it. Its as if you have behaved very

badly in your personallife and you can't take the bull by the
horns and apologize.

Placing a thick line between the present and the pélst is a
chaJitable invention of the Velvet Revolution. It ref1ects the idea

that we are not like them, and therefore we won't seek

vengeaJ1ce. But punishment for a ctime is not vengeance; its a
way of purging wrongdoings after the ensuing penitence. This
applies to both the criminal and the victim. But these victims
aren'tjust hundreds of thousaJ1ds of political ptisoners, but all of

us who just turned a blind eye to what was happening.
In my film, the W1iterJaJ1Beneš says, 'This society will pay

dearly, because if these ctiminals aren't even punished with a
guilty verdict, then all of them willlive under the impression
that they can do it again and again and that nothing will ever

happen to them!" The motto for my film is the quote from
Santayana: 'Those who cannot remember the past are

condemned to repeat it."
I view the fact that the people persecuted by the communist

regime have not received any satisfaction as a personal shaJ11e.
And why aJ'e the communists gaining in the polls? It probably

has something to do with that
permanent longing for one to

be as well off as everyone else,
without expending effort or
assuming responsibility. Conse,

quently, people look back on
the communist era with nostal·

gia, even though this regime

executed 270 great people, imprisoned 250,000 others,
destroyed the lives of their families, and tortured 30,000 more
in labor CaJ11ps.

JAN ŠTERN:
Life is not fair

The idea of the "thick line" originated in Spain. "We shaI1
drawa thick line under the past," said Spanish king JUaJ1Carlos.

ln Spain, millions of people had died, aJ1dthe tragic events there

had been on such a large scale that, after the death of General
FraJ1co,Spaniards had to face the decision as to how deal with

the situation. They were actually facing a huge internal conflict,
perhaps even a civil war like the one that occurred in the Balka
ns. And so, Juan Carlos and the Spanish elite understandably

declared that they would draw a bold line under what happened
and not talk about it.

Then there are all the other thick lines that have been drawn

in this part of the world. Germany experienced quick de-naziti·
cation as well as the purging of the state after the Second World
War. Thus, they were able to prevent things such as unbridled

document shredding. With us, document shredding took place
in1l11ediatelyafter December 1989.

Together with the sctiptW1iter,Jirí Hapala, I decided that for

the theme '~ tkick line under tke past", we would plimaJily focus
on how it aIl took place aJ1dhow it is taking place aJTIongus. We
spoke to people who participated politically and legally in
coming to terms with communism - Zdenek Jicínský, Pavel

Rychetský, Otakar Motejl, Petr Pithart, and Tomáš Sokol.
Another group of people we addressed are those whom the

theme concerns personaI1y, as victims - i.e. political prisoners

like the chairperson of the Confederation of Political Ptisoners,

Stanislav Drobný aJ1dthe vice-chairpersons Cestmír Cejka and
Nada Kavalírová. We also spoke to people for whom resolving

the crimes of communism is a basic political subject, either
professionally or in terms of specializing directly in communist

ctimes. l11is included people such as BohdaJ1 Dvorák - head of
the "Committed Non-Partisans Club" - and Pavel Žácek the

deputy director of the Office
for the Documentation aJ1dthe

Investigation of the Crimes of
Communism.

We also want to offer the

point of view of the other side,
so l'd like to talk to Miloslav

RansdorL head of the Czech

commUl1Ístparty. We should also have Václav Havel there. Mer
all he played a key role. The approach we take towards the past,

be it tough ar lenient, whilst wearing "velvet" kid gloves ar
wielding the sword of justice, depends a lat on the political
leaders of the age.

Just as King Juan Carlos was the political aJ1dmoral authoti·
ty after the demise of the Franco regirne, this role was filled by

Václav Havel throughout the 1990s after the fall of commu·
nism. Havel commanded both political and moral respect. He
was the one who set the tone for establishing a basic staJ1ceon

the issue of dealing with the past. And he adopted a "velvet"

approach. It was Havel who opposed banning the Communist
Party and who stood against political trials. He more ar less
indicated that we were "all on the same boat" and that we

should devote our attentlon to establishing a new state aJ1dnot

focus on revenge.
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But if we look at the reality of the situation at that time, the
judges, public prosecutors, and the police all belonged to the

past and yet they were supposed to take the past to account.
Naturally, the conciliatory attitude that prevailed in the 1990s
was badly abused and practically no punishment was meted out.

There are three basic areas of discussion concerning the
theme of 'Jl bold line under it - or kow we came to terms witk tke

communist past".

The Nuremberg model?
The pl1ncipal issue and main priority is legal continuity. The

overwhelming majority of political representatives, lawyers and
politicians stood in favor of the legal continuity of the state. This
means that a clime is a deed that is recognized as a criminal act

by an applicable law at a given time. The communist legal
system was based on c1ass law, i.e. the law served the c1ass

struggle and the legislation was arranged so that the enemy
classes would be crushed and antagonistic attitudes eliminated.
This law was c1early anti-democratic, c1ass-based and politi

cized. As long as legal continuity was recognized after Novem
ber 1989, we automatically pardoned most of the crimes that
had occurred. Only those who had overstepped their own Climi

nal legal framework were left to be punished. This included
things such as the torturing of prisoners. Alois Grebenícek,
who used electric currents to persecute political prisoners, and
other small fish like him, who deviated from their own criminal

standard s because of their sadistic or perverse nature, could
thus be subject to penal sanctions after November 1989.

Apart from the Nuremberg and Tokyo tribunals, which are
the only two cases of some kind of lega! discontinuity where the

old statlltes were thrown out and the criminals were judged

according to new laws, no precedence exists for the abolition of

legal continuity. The line of reasoning put forward by lawyers is
overwhelming - they say that the situation in Nuremberg and
Tokyo was completely different to ours. ln this instance, the

international community had defeated Germany and lapan in a
tellible war and decided to annul their crinunal state strllctures

along with their legal standards. At that time, absolute agree

ment among the international community helcl sway, including
agreement on the part of internationallaw. But that situation
was completely exceptional in the context of legal traditions,

and internationa!law would never have consented to our having
something similar after 1989. li we had decided on something
comparable, we wOllldhave become malefactors in the eyes of
the law.

And ye~ a very serious discussion on the possibility of setting

up a Nuremberg model did take place here. This was discussed

by the committee that was in charge of prepaJ1ng rehabilitation
at the start of the 1990s, which included Otakar Motejl, Pavel

Rychetský and other lawyers. Mer much reBection, this option

was rejected, and I think this was a good thing. But it has had
serious consequences, because this then blocked the way to

retribution for any kind of political accountability.

Money isn't everything
The second problem is punishment at least within the frame

work of legal continuity. The time that has passed since the
brutalities of the 1950s has played a role here. Memory fails,
documents have disappeared and many directives were given

verbally. Witnesses die, or they don't remember. Various
amnesties are set up, and statutes of limitations elapse. Even
when parliament established that no statute of limitations would

Documentary-maker Olga Sommerová at work.
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run in the case of communist crimes, (because it had not been

possible to prosecute this type of offense for political reasons),

it is still precarious trying to prove something and get a legal
conviction after fifty years.

Moreover, the police, judges and lawyers, who were bound

up with the old regime, were not willing to pursue these crimes.
The courts quite scandalously sent back cases for reinvestiga
tion and refused to pass judgment on them, as though they

were defending the execution of the law - at least the former

political prisoners are convinced of this. Nevertheless, if we
look at Germany - despite the fact that West Germany

exchanged all the judges, state prosecutors, and police in East

Germany for its own unbiased people and the fact that several
hundred, perhaps even thousands of judgments were passed

(whereas we have only had a few dozen), the number of final

and conclusive judgments is the same. Just a few doze'n. Not
even the German courts were able to pass sentences after such

a longtime.
Rehabilitation also contributed to the fact that only a few

cases were conclusively settled. The process was such that they
took the number of people convicted pursuant to the articles

that were primarily used for crushing class dissidents. The
amount of people illegally convicted came to 270,000, of which
270 were executed, 250 shot at the border, 80 people died while

being held under interrogation as a result of torture, and more
than 8000 penshed in pnsons and labor camps.

li such a tenible number of people were to be rehabilitated in

the traditional manner, this would mean a new individual inves

tigation of every case before the courts. We would be pursuing
rehabilitation for 100 years and the capacity of the justice

apparatus would be overwhelmed as a result. Consequently, it
was logical to come up with the idea of stipulating what was a
conviction in accordance with the law and who were those who

were convicted ilIegal1y.In this way, al1270,000 people were
rehabilitated through one fell swoop. A rate of compensation
was fixed: 2500 CZK for each month spent in pnson and 100,000
CZK for a death. The people involved received money and
official notification from the state that they were innocent and

had been wrongly convicted. And yet, this mass approach

actual1y prevented the punishment of the culpnts
In 1968 (when individual rehabilitations took place), for every

case that was examined and deemed to have been illegal,

source materials were automatically generated for the cnminal
prosecution of the judges and investigators who had been

involved in each criminal verdict, and punitive legal conse

quences ensued from this. Paradoxical1y, in the 1960s, particu
lady in 1968, more people were punished than in the 1990s.

lnsofar as contemporary rehabilitation is concerned, political

prisoners say that the state acts like an insurance company
towards them - ''Yes, you suffered an injury, we have a sched

ule of payments for dealing with this. We shall pay you damages
and that will be the end of it'. But no one has ever said to them

''You were crusaders for democracy, you stood in the way of

totalitanan brutality and as a result they got rid of you and we

value this. The state holds you in high regard, just as you appre
ciate the values for which you suffered." That didn't happen. li
we discount the participation of various politicians at rallies for

political prisoners, along with the verbal appreciations and

milking of the issue, then this society has truly and deeply failed
to acknowledge the victims of totalitarianism. And that is what

the victims are holding out for, and what they want much more
than any financial sum.

Settling accounts
The third area of concern in regard to coming to terms with

the communist past is the question of whether the Communist

Party should be banned or not. Tomáš Sokol, who was a public
prosecutor at the time, initiated a definite campaign for this in

1990. But the Communist Party was not banned. The fact that it
continues to exist under the same name (even though it has
changed its statutes) symbolizes the reality of the situation,

which is that we have not yet come to terms with the past here.
When Sokol attempted to set the proces s of banning the
Communist Party in motion, he did so at a time when 50

deputies had been co-opted to the Federal Assembly on behalt
of the Civic Forum, but 250 communist deputies remained. This
was a time when it was necessary to abolish Article 5, to

approve a law on the freedom to congregate and on the
freedom of expression, as wel1to pass an election law to make it

possible to hold the first pol1s,etc. To begin wanting to ban the
communists in that situation was rather impractical, because
they would have obstructed negotiations in the Federal Assem
bly and we wouldn't have been able to move forward. Thus, this

was the legalistic tragedy of the Velvet Revolution, which was
founded on the basis of continuity in the handover of power.

The other option would have been for Václav Havel to say

that he was dissolving or annulling the Federal Assembly
through the force of revolution. It would have been necessary

to establish discontinuity in law and he would have had to begin
governing by decree like President Beneš after 1945.

Another issue is the "lustration" or screening law, which
involved a delimitation of the past and a practical effort to purge

and protect state structures and public life from StB agents.
This was and is a major social conflict, which worked in favor of

a tough approach. And it is the one aspect of the proces s of
dealing with the communist past that political prisoners

perceive as a virtue.
lnsofar as it concerns StB files and records, I asked whether

some big fish had escaped and if some of them had stayed in
politics. I discovered that they could not erase the big fish from
the records, and that all of them were actually included in the

registers that were issued. The biggest pity is the destruction of
the files of General Lorenc's live agents. We now only know that
Mr XY was registered as an agent, that the file was destroyed,

or that he was stili a live agent in 1989. Nevertheless, the
"lustration" law gave people peace of mind. Society was given
visible proof of a tough settlement of accounts.

However, if I was to say what is the strongest feeling that has

stayed with me after hundreds of interviews with the victims of
communism, it is sadness. Many of the people I talked to, some
only recently, have since died and that is sad. There may be

great human destinies but there is no human justice.

Recorded by Katerina Krejcí.
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CZECH MEDIA WATCH

THE 1V NOVA DEBACLE -
A recent international arbitration ruling concluded that

the Czech Republic, via dealings involving TV NOVA, had
cheated its American investors. The fine was 353 million

USD - 10,000 Czech crowns for every Czech. This case is
not about a single TV station. In size and substance, it

represents the true state of affairs in today's Czech Repub
lic. At the same time, if the affair can be successfully inves
tigated and the culprits brought to light, it tvill represent a

huge positive milestone.

A bit ot perspective
Czechoslovakia's first president, T.G. Masaryk, said it

take 50 years for democracy to take root. For that to
happen, old totalitarian habits, such as political control of
the media, must disappear. But can this completely happen

after a mere 13 years? Our politicians stili form a relatively
homogenous group, with media control as a top priority.
Our citizenry remains fragmented organizationally and

morally. And our media often ensures survival through
cooperation with dominant political structures.

Full democracy has taken time in other countries as well.

Early 20tlLcentury America was tainted by severe corrup

tion, with families like Rockefeller and Kennedy making
their first million through illegal activities. We too have our

famous-name equivalents: Viktor Kožený and Vladimír
Železný.

Vladimír železný
Though fired as director from NOVA several weeks ago,

it was Železný who masterminded the "departure" of his

American investors. As a result of his involvement, Železný
now faces multiple indictments, from tax evasion to fraud.

Along with claiming complete innocence, Železny's defense

was to seek immunity by running for election in the Czech
Senate (his immunity was later rescinded by a hair). If

Železný really is innocent, a legal process in which he could
clear his name would provide him with instant status.

Instead, Železný's stating that the international courts
ruling represents "the true price for our sovereignty,"
embodies the pinnacle of aloofness and arrogance.

Politicians and the broadcast council
In democratic countries, TV licenses are sold, and not

leased, as they are here. This gives our politicians a serious
weapon. If one doesn't broadcast what they like, the license
is not extended.

Second, councils such as our Council for Radio and TV

Broadcasting should be independent by nature. Our
council's "independence" is a farce, since its members are

named (and changed) by the active ruling coalition of the
day.

Third, Železný served both as Senator as well as director

of the country's largest media engine, in which he himself

appeared weekly in a shameless self-serving program. In
democracies, such a blatant conflict of interest is unthink

able. However, our politicians tightened their sphincters
and respected their party mandates to let him be. In fact,

ODS teamed up with the Communist Party to vote against
stripping Železný of his immunity.

The political elite
Given that the NOVA affair is our biggest financial

scandal to date, its inexplicable why Premier Spidla has
stood by and allowed the opposition ODS to come up with

the idea of an investigative commission, including its struc
ture. The fact that the commission is made up of lwo politi
cians from every party is not only non-representational, but
also guarantees that its verdict is predetermined according

to the party lines of its members.
Attorney General, Marie Benešová, has noted, "it was

with horror that I found out that the state prosecutor
approved four indictments, none of which have yet even
been investigated by the police". Why has Minister of the

Interior, Stanislav Gross removed key authorities in the

team investigating Železný, and why is the team continually
being "reorganized"? Is Gross under pressure?

After NOVA suddenly cut off reporting about then-ODS

chairman Klaus's alleged Swiss account and villa, relations
between Klaus and NOVA drastically improved. ODS's
commitment was reaffirmed in drafting an extension to

NOVA's license till the year 2017. Unfavorable coverage of
ODS on NOVA has disappeared.

President Klaus has urged us to create a "thick black

line" regarding all misdeeds of the past 13 years. Klaus, like
most Czech politicians, views the media and its members
purely as to how well they serve him, not democracy. In

2002, the American Committee for Security and Coopera

tion in Europe declared that Klaus "stifled the independ
ence of the press" in the Czech Republic.

Citizens
For the OVA affair to prosper, Železný had to work with

the political establishment. However, those who helped him
the most are us - the Czech citizenry. Even today, no one

forces us to view NOVA's soft-porn program s, Roman
forum "debates" , or NOVA's news, where reports of freak
canaries dominate over serious news fare. In Znojmo, the

citizens voted Železný into the Senate, though they knew
he was facing multiple indictments. Are we really so uncul-
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IT'S ABOUT US

Vladimír Zelezný is now regularly caricatured in the Czech press (MF Dnes - 29 August 2003, page 8, drawing Filip Sk oda) .

tured, and can our votes be bought for a beer? Sometimes

no, but oftentimes yes. In our country, the differences in

appreciating democracy and moral conduct remain large,
but the wi11of the citizenry to improve it remains low. We

need those 50 years.

Solutions
The NOVA affair is proof that post-communist structures

and mentalities are alive and wel!. Any attempt to create
"thick black lines" is catastrophic, in that it serves to
maintain the moral invalidity imposed by our politicians.
Thats why we stili pay Železný his Senator's salary, despite

the fact that his proper ty has been confiscated to pay our
state debt.

Big men are often toppled by trivial events. When the

famous American gangster AI Capone was caught due to

the "soft" charge of tax evasion, his empire started to disin
tegrate. Železný's is a similar case - he needs to be brought
to tria!.

Regarding the Broadcast Council, the solution is easy:

staff it with respected authorities without any political
connections. The rest will take care of itself.

In Par1iament, the Investigating Committee should
expand to include independent members with a majority

say. Three issues need examination: what are the facts in

the NOVA-CME split? Who was responsible for overseeing
the split, and did they fulfill their responsibilities? Are there

differences between Czech and European law regarding
media, and did the Czech side cite these differences in its

defense at the International Court? Getting these answers

should lead to names. If so, the Czech Republic wi11have
realized a huge precedent for democracy: accountability.

Finally, we need to stop lump ing citizens into a single
group. Znojmo's citizens voted for Železný; in Prague, he
wouldn't have stood a chance. lts up to the second half to
start to convince the first. As Železný said: "if we look for a

culprit, we're only giving the opposition perfect ammuni
tion." He's correct. lts time we root out the culprits and

make them pay. Dntil then, we are the ones who are paying.

MARTIN JAJ" STRÁNSKÝ

PHYSICIAN ND PUBLlSHER

This article originally appeared in The Prague Post

Vladimír Zelezný has been /ound guilty by international

arbitration o/ wrongful business practices with his investors,

CME. He has been fined and has had his property

confiscated on a worldwide basis. Despite this, he continues

to draw his salary as a Senator at Czech taxpayer's expense.

He is also /acing the /ollowing indictments: underpayment

o/ taxes /rom the years 1995 to 1998 in the amount o/50

million CZK, import duties and tax evasion regarding the

importation o/ works o/ art, and an attempt to shortchange

creditors via the willjul transfer o/ monies and property to

the Astrona /oundation in Luxembourg. He is also

suspected o/ /orging signatures and dates on the
a/orementioned transactions
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EUJA1Z
From baekstage to world leader

In the 1960s, jazz (more precisely, American jazz) was moving in all kinds of directions. At

the beginning of the decade, there was the birth of the cool, led by Gil Evans and Miles Davis,
who along with Herbie Hancock, lead the jazz-rock fusion of the 1970s. In the midst of it all,
the universe of free jazz was led by Coltrane, Coleman, Albert Ayler and Sun Ra. There was
the hard bop, and grooves of Horace Silver, Lee Morgan, and Art Blakey. Then there were the
funky troopers - Grant Green, Jimmy Smith and all those who at one time played back up to
James Brown, like Maceo Parker, Fred Wesley, etc.,

In Euro pe, jazz in the 60s was less jubilant, and less self-assured of its place in the development and history of the genre.
Excursions in the development of jazz were, however, no less noteworthy, or sublime.

Giles Peterson's recent compilation, Impressed (2002, Universal) featuring brilliant, dark, yet swinging jazz compositions
by British musicians of the 1960s and 1970s like Michael Garrick, Joe Harriot, Tubby Hayes, and the Don Rendall/lan Carr

Quintet, showcases relatively obscure names in jazz. Nevertheless, these musicians from the UK were the clear precursors to
much of the current sounds of jazz storming the dance clubs of Europe, which have yet to reach America.

In Central Europe and former iron-curtain countries, the 1960s and 1970s also saw intriguing developments in the world of

jazz. Specifically, the DDR (former East Germany) and Poland had swinging and innovative jazz scenes. A series of compila
tions, released by Compost Records (in Munich), showcases some of the best of the DDR and Poland from this era.

"Formation 60, modern jazz from Germany," is a compilation of releases from 1957-69, off the defunct DDR label,

Amiga. This record features remarkable players, like the Manfred-Ludwig
Sextet, who combine a striding, hip, bossa nova, and swinging jazz sound

unheard of anywhere else at the time. The Sextet was founded by
saxophonist Ernest-Ludwig Petrowski, known on both sides of the
East-West border, and Manfred Sculze, also known as "the catcher"

because of his habit of using his fists during discussions about jazz
music.

Other notable tracks on "Formation 60" are from an old Amiga
recording titled "Modern Jazz Studio 3," released in 1969, on which the

Michael Fritzen Quartet contributes "Rien," a sublime modern jazz
waltz. Apparently, the expected contributor on this recording,

German jazz legend Joachim Kuhn, was replaced at recording time
by Fritzen, after Joachim and his brother Rolf defected from the

DDR prior to the recording session. After the event, the communist-
state-controlled Amiga would not release anymore of the defector's
work.

Another song originally on "Modern Jazz Studio 3" by the

Volkmar Schmidt Combo is an outstanding, electrifying
European equivalent to US jazz great Eddie Harris. The Theo
Shumann Combo also stands out on Formation 60, with their

track Karawane (recorded 1964), with its finger-snapping,
high-speed arrangement. The same song is found on
"Playlist," a recent Jazzanova-Compost release (2002),
which features some of the latest heroes of European nu jazz:

Koop (Sweden) and Nu Spirit Helsinki (Norway), as well as

select 60s-70s danceable jazz gems from behind the iron
curtain. On "Playlist," the old and the nu, all prove to be
nice dancefloor jazz materia1.

From the Compost release "Modern Jazz from Poland

(1963-75)," Jerzy Milian's sound is as dark as the fine
British jazz of the 1960s. The sound is combined with an
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A select discography of European Union Jazz, past and present

Bugge Wesseltoft, Moving, ]azzland Records, 2001
Formation 60-Modern]azzfrom Eastern Cermany, Amiga 1957·69, lCR]azzanova Compost Records, 2000 (LP)

lmpressed with Cilles Peterson, Universal, 2002
Koop, Waltzfor Koop, ]CR]azzanova Compost Records, 2001

Marc Moulin, Top Secret, Blue Note Records, 2002

Polish]azz-Modern]azzfrom Poland 1963-75, lCR]azzanova Compost Records (LP), released on CD as Co Right
]azzfrom Poland 1963-75, ]azzanova Compost Records, 2000
Wibutee, Eight Domestic Challenges, ]azzland Records, 2001

uplifting, tight soundtrack arrangement on the track "Visod Pampasow." Andrzej Kurylewicz Quintets "I won't stay with
you" has an offbeat sound with an unusual rhythm, a bit like a European circus feel, interspersed with various, soaring
hom solos.

Like their East-German comrades, Polish jazz musicians also much appreciated the magicallure of Brazil. Therefore, two

bossa-jazz tracks stand out on "Polish Jazz." Zbigniew Namyslowski Quartets "Fair Lola" (recorded in 1966) is an amazing

recording, not because it sounds "Brazilian" but because with only a slight "Brazilian" bossa nova inspiration, it has a distinc
tive melodic line in solid bop style with dear Polish influences.

The lovely ''Why Not Samba" (recorded in 1974) by Wojciech Karolak is another Brazilian-influenced nugget, this in collab
oration with the a-capella group Novi Singers, who seem to have been The Mama's and The Papa's of 1960s Polish jazz. This
one features Hammond and swerving grooves, which matches many of the nu jazz or electro jazz releases today.

What is most fascinating about records like "Modem Jazz from Poland (1963
75)", "Formation 60", and "lmpressed," is their affirmation of uniqueness-they
all have an individual sound unlike any of the more well-known directions Amen

can jazz was creating at the time. And because American jazz, like American
culture in general, can be so solipsistic, this music never had a chance. Even

toclay,the music has little chance to reach a broad American audience. But it
has been re-discovered in its now expanding home continent.

The above helps one understand and appreciate where European jazz

is toclay-and more importantly to know why "European Union" jazz

does have a future. Today, if you follow jazz dosely enough, you know
that it is mostly Europeans who are pushing progressive jazz to the

outer-limits. For example, there is the visionary Norwegian musician
Bugge (pronounced "boogie") Wesseltoft and his label Jazzland
Records, with groups like Wibutee, who meld live and looped free

jazz with a post punk attack, to create a very intriguing sonic jazz.
There are the countless groovy, French electro-jazz outfits, most
notably St. Germain, which has helped to inspire a jazz renaissance
in the Parisian quarter of St. Germain itself. Marc Moulin of
Belgium, and Erik Truffaz of Switzerland are other groundbreak

ing nu jazz musicians on European Blue Note. Koop, a cluo from

Sweden, redefines what a jazz band is, and Cinematic Orchestra
from the UK has helpecl to set a whole new standard.

These directions in a new sound of jazz, however, did not

appear out of the blue. Because of above-mentioned recent
reissues of older European jazz recordings, it is enlightening
to know that many European musicians are apparently very
aware of their roots (both East & West European) and their

people's past contributions to the complex history of jazz.

ToNY OZUNA

TBE AUTBOR IS A FREELANCE ]OURNALlST AND WRlTER L1VING IN PllAGUE
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ETERNAL VERITIES

THE END OF CERTAIN TRUTH
How changes in philosophy int1uence politics and our world

The present era is unique in its relation to the eternal and

everlasting. The concept of eternity has genera!ly lost its sancti
ty, and now looks like something of an anachronism. In an era
of volatile consumption, it seems unbelievable that fourteen

years ago we were still locked in a totalitarian system that
viewed líte as the expression of a desire to create an eternal
indubitable order.

With the fall of totalitarianism, an effort began to dispose of
all u-isms" once and for all. Attention has now shifted to the

tangible, since that is what affects us. Those who want to intro
duce unchanging truths into politics are ostracized. There is a

new approach to the political order.

From earth to heaven ...
From medieval times, life and politics were imbued with the

concept of a universal divine order, which everything in the
cosmos was subordinate to. Man lived in awe of the great
above. St. Augustine considered this state to be a product of

human sin and an expression of man's imperfection, which
nevertheless served to maintain harmony within our earthly
existence. The state was not an end in itse1f, but was subordi

nate to the eternal divine order that reigned above it. By placing
God at the center of human endeavor, Thomas Aquinas's
provided a more optin1istic understanding of the state and

citizenship as an autonomous expression of divine providence.
And so, the idea of the religious element as an intermediary
between earth and eternity silently crept into politics.

...and back
In the Age of Enlightenment, with its deification of human

reason and its belief in the goodness and unlin1ited perfectibili

ly of the human individual, the state replaced the church as the

guarantor of mOl-ality.Man as a meditative individua! striving for
salvation was replaced by the idea of the population as an
indivisible whole. The individual was liberated from the shack

les of tradition and hierarchy. But he did not lose his deity since,
at the same time, God was supposed to actively participate in

the coUl-se of history, or at least establish its everlasting
purpose. Man now projected the new eternity onto the postulate
of a finite, logical and perennially valid earthly order.

One for all
These analogies were rooted in a much deeper foundation

based on the conviction elaborated by Hegel that history was
marching towards a logica! end. Hegel's legacy resonates in the
ideologies that came into existence in the ew Age. Man now
felt that he understood history and that he knew the direction to

take. An impersonallogic, hitherto concealed, lay behind the

new course being plotted. In the final stage of the journey, this
logic would lead to the ultinlate goal- emancipation and eterna!
salvation.

Such new age messianism endeavored to achieve eternal
happiness on earth while at the same tÍJ1ledespotically demand
ing the participation of every citizen. At the end of the last

century, a series of revolutions and revolutionary doctrines
pushed the individual into a wider collective, social class or
nation. Personal redemption coincided with the salvation of

society. The eterna! future justified each transformation.

A single truth
Out of such intoxicating idealism emerged the totalitarianism

of the 20th century and the ideal of a single truth that would
lead the masses to the envisioned end of history. Communism

and fascism each revered a megalomaniacal truth; each was
destined to be victorious and thereby bring history to an end
and thus become eterna1. Fascism perceivedlíte as a perma
nent batt1e, one which left only the most capable and efficient

standing in its wake. Us credo was protected by the laws of
nature and pseudo-religiosity. In contrast, communism project
ed itse1fas a more rationa! force, with Marxism-Leninism being

the technical manual for a happy future.
The fall of the above mega!omaniaca! attempts and the result

ant transformational chaos became a reminder and an incentive

at the same time. Following the Cold War, the most recent
outburst from a political visionary is Fukuyama's theory of a
definitive victory for liberal democracy. This fizzled out after the

first confrontation witll the problems of the Third World.

lnto the future
Modern man has learned that the masses can easily crush

the individua!. We are more fallible than we ever expected. This

is a simple understanding, one that lacks any revolutionary
passion, and one that goes against the spirit of the Enlighten
ment. Despite this, the idea benefits contemporary democracy,

since unlike the radicalism of the Enlightenment, it abandons
any claims of eternal duration. History has not ended, but is
transitory. We should be cautious. ldeas regarding what is

eternal and what passes away are le[t to each person to decide
separately. Classical religious and revolutionary traditions have
subsided. We have become accustomed to the humble feeling

that the present is changeable and that the [uture is open. That
is why we view the mobilization of those who wage a holy war
[or an everlasting future with trepidation.

DAVID SvOBODA (1977) IS A S11JDENT OF POUllCAL SCIENCE AT llIE SoCIAL

SCIENCE FACULTY OF CHAI/LES UNIVERSITY, PRAGUE
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ETERNAL VERITIES

T. G. MASARYK: FROM
REllGION TO DEMOCRACY

Many scholarly treatises concerning Czechoslovakia's first
president and founder, TG. Masaryk, have examined notjust

his political views, but also his philosophical views, particular
ly his view on eternity, which has puzzled many. In his 1925
review of Masayrk's Svetová revoluce ("World Revolution"),
Karel Vorovka admitted that he actually didn't know just how
to interpret Masaryk's view of eternity. Does eternitY come
after death, or is it an endless continuation - something that is

akeady in our midst? Masaryk's concept of eternity combines
his three major thematic areas of philosophical interest - the

philosophy of man, the approach to religion, and political

philosophy (i.e. the philosophy of democracy).
According to Masaryk, nihilism was the biggest threat

facing modern man. Masaryk felt that modern man was

exasperated by his own doubts, and that castigation,
censure, and a lack of faith served to fuel this skepticism. At

the same time, Masaryk was a staunch individualisl:. His
concept of man was decidedly pro-active. In Masaryk's
opinion, nothing "simply" happens in history, since events

take place according to one's personal will and conscience.

Masaryk was convinced that we are made up of more than
just individual thoughts, emotions, and passions. We are not
simply a combination of these, but comprise a life that
stretches beyond itself, one that is related to a greater whole,
and which has a vertical dimension.

Regarding Masaryk's view on religion, Jirí Bednár's study
vývoj Masarykovy náboženské filosofie ("The Development of

Masaryk's Religious Philosophy" - 1969) is of crucial impor
tance. The study tracks the changes that occurred in
Masaryk's struggle to conceive a form of religion in the

modern age. II:also examines the shifts that occurred in his
concept of eternity.

Masaryk did not separate religious and non-religious
thinking. On the one hand, he was cognizant of the possibili
ties and power of reason. At the same time, he was aware of
humanity's efforts to comprehend the world as a whole,

expressed via the perspective of eternity. Masaryk looked

for a new religion, one which would not be revealed via
faith, but which would be in accordance with modern philos

ophy and science. For Masaryk, it was not possible to identi

fy religion with myth, or with the church. In his eyes,
religion's basic characteristics were faith in a personal God,
recognition of a sovereign and omnipresent Creator, belief

in the immortality of the soul, and a view of eternity also
expressed in love for one's neighbors. For Masaryk,

religion was a personal, living relationship with order, which
simultaneously represented the struggle for harmony and
meanmg.

This view became the basis of Masaryk's concept of democ

racy, which is perceived not just as a mechanism of state
power but, first and foremost, as a way of living "under the
cloak of eternity" (sub specie aeternitatis). For some, the

linking of Masaryk's philosophy of religion with the philoso
phy of democracy resulted in the term "Masaryk's religious
democracy;" Masaryk himself used this term as a call for

cooperation among individuals seeking the meaning of líte in
forming their view of eternity.

For Masaryk, religion was a personal, living

relationship with order, which simultaneously

represented the struggle for harmony and

meanmg.

Masaryk believed in a democratic society composed of free
individuals. His philosophy of man as an enquiry into the

purpose of human líte was thus interwoven with his other
major topic of investigation - the purpose of history, politics,
and people's soCÍal coexistence. Masaryk understood democ

racy as a way of living, a Well:anschauung, a philosophy of líte
and ull:imately,as a líte lived sub specie aeternitatis.

JAN ZOUHAR (1949) IS HEAD or- THE PHlLOSOPHYDEPARTMENTINTHE

FACULTYor- ARTS or- MAsARYKUNIVERSITYIN BRNO.

Related websites:

A comprehensive EngJish-language overview of Masaryk's life and

work can be found via this link: www.hrad.cz/president/Masaryk/

index_uk.html
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A CURRENT LOOK AT

CZECH HIGHER EDUCATION

Considerations for higher-education
systems in post-communist societies

The current state of Czech higher education can only
be understood in the context of the overall state of educa

tion and the state of the Czech nation. That can best be

described at this time as being in a state of flux. There is
concern regarding curriculum design, integration

between the Academy of Science and the University,
between public and private education, instructional
methods in the classroom, accessibility to the tertiary
education system, funding, and educational issues associ

ated with the Czech Republic's accession to the European
Union (EU). Languishing in the aftermath of forty years
under communism, the grip of the communist past on

higher education is stronger than many might believe.

Nothing threatens the Czech system more than

the 1ack of interna1 integration

Education is intimately tied to society. Before an effec

tive system of education can be accomplished, the issue

of where society is going must be fully addressed. Thus
far, Czech higher education is hampered by a lack of

leadership. Existing leadership by the Rectors' Confer
ence, or leadership via influential educators, remains
muddled in confusion based on a lack of clearly defined

principles.
With EU entry less than a year away, the Czech Repub

lic must develop a more global and efficient educational
system. Some changes must be immediate, some can
come later. The pressure is on.

A look at the issues
AlI of those interviewed for this article agreed that

Czech education is not in a positive state. Here are the
main issues, one by one:

Curriculum
Today, just as under the Soviets, education is paid for by

the state. Students have therefore developed a view of "no
ownership" regarding their degree: the state pays for

education, and the students in turn work in jobs that are
beneficial to the state.

At the same time, a mindset exists that anything less

than a Masters degree is not worthwhile. But is the State's
higher co st for educating a Masters student really more

co st effective compared to educating a Bachelors student
considering their eventual work output? Currently,
regarding students in tertiary schools, there are 17%
enrolled in Bachelors degree program s, 5% in "short"

Masters courses, 71% in "long" Masters courses and 7% in
PhD programs. The ideal would be 70% in Bachelors, 25%
in Masters and 5% in PhD [Beneš]. While there is a

movement for more Bachelors degrees, the process is
taking much too long. There needs to be a reckoning that
will establish the Bachelors as a terminal degree. Howev

er, simply setting this idea into the curriculum will not be
accepted until the recipients, the culture, and the labor
force see a value in this type of degree structure. For

example, an option point could be inserted that would
allow a student to leave the university when the Associate
of Arts or Bachelors qualifications were met, and not

necessarily continue to either Masters or PhD.
Another curriculum issue is the need for an effective

language program to prepare for EU entry. As Ripková
observed, "Living in a society with a unique language
limits, and will always limit, the influx as well as the

egress." Therefore, unless a more common language of
educational interchange is established in the Czech
Republic, it will be very difficult for Czech students study

ing abroad to succeed with distinction.
Program s in the social sciences, arts, and humanities

remain weak. This is of particular concern, as many

exchange students can be drawn to the Czech Republic
for its arts and humanities as well as architecture. Also

lacking in Czech curricula is moral-based education,

education on cultural diversity and problem-solving
skills.

The learning process
Students learn best when they are actively involved in

the learning process. Over the past few decades, an inter
active curriculum has become preferred internationally
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Czech students demonstrating for better facilities

over the older style of curriculum with the lecturer speak

ing to a group of passive students. Students instructed by
the lecture method are denied the opportunity to become

actively involved in learning. More student independence
is needed.

Knowledge is considered the lowest level of learning.
Yet, in the Czech Republic's tertiary system, there is too

little focus on application, analysis, synthesis and evalua
tion, and too much focus on knowledge and comprehen
sion. Often students only learn to memorize and pass

exams. The interviews showed that the passive learning

style is the dominant mode of instruction at the tertiary
leve!.

As a step toward the reconstruction of the Czech higher

educational system, seminars on how to teach should be
offered to all instructors of higher education. Evaluations

of instructors by students and professional educators
shollld be established, and those who do not pass should

be required to go through special training.

Access
The tertiary level of education is not open. "The system

does not accommodate more than 50% of those who apply

even when they pass the entrance exam with a reasonable

score" [Mateju]. Because each individual faculty prepares
its own entrance exams, there is no standard exam prepa
ration, or administration.

While the university strllcture has grown since 1989,

the proportion of students accepted has not, remaining at

50% even though the number of stlldents almost dOllbled
between 1989 and 2002. The demand for university educa

tion has grown much faster than the offer of educational
opportunities [Mateju]. Limitation to growth can be seen
to be due in part to the weakness of the Czech economy.
[Sokol] .

One way of increasing access would be to privatize

colleges and universities (see below).

The education professional
Czech teachers have the lowest salaries recorded, in

comparison to the West/USA. As Kotásek pointed out,
"There is a change in Hungary where the teachers'
salaries are being improved by 150% by law. That change,

however, is not here." Yet, the problem for a faculty in
tertiary education is not money alone. There is also the
issue of social status. Professors are not viewed by the

State or the public as important. Since the Czech system
does not honor diversity and does not recognize higher-
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order thinkers, professors are seen as mind keepers not

as leaders in the learning process.
At the same time, though teachers are paid by the state,

the state does not put enough pressure on the quality of

teaching. According to Mateju, young, competent profes
sors leave because they are not willing to stay and carry
on the fight for reformo And since salaries are low, the

poor ones stay and the good on es leave or do not come.
Finally, there is also a need to change the age structure

of tertiary teachers. Among 4000 professors, the average

age of a Charles University faculty member is fifty-nine
[WilhelmJ. This has a profound influence on curriculum

development.

Funding ,
Under-funding is a ,major problem in Czech tertiary

education. Wilhelm believes that no more than 80% of

funding should come from the State budget; the rest
should come from grants and faculty activities.

lnterviewees suggested the following reforms:

increased loans [Mateju], diversification of sources of

income tuition [Ripková], and having students pay for
tuition and increasing the budget [Jarab]. Salaries must
be increased [Spilková], and university financing should
be based on the per capita level of students [Wilhelm].
Other solutions to increase income include the leasing

and sale of university properties, patent sales, and interna
tional research partnerships. Professionals to solicit
donations from wealthy people, corporations and founda
tions should be hired.

Integration
There seems to have been very little progress made in

agreeing to any permeability between higher education
institutions. An example is the Academy of Science and
the University, which currently are mutually exclusive
entities. Though some claim there is no need for change,

voices for a merger come from Zlatuška and Mateju.
Others see the possibility of a dispersion of the Academy
of Sciences onto sites of individual faculties where they

would exist in cooperation.
Regarding the integration of public with private educa

tion, there is little support. This is tragic, as a robust
private sector could enhance the credibility of the Czech
educational system. At the same time, a systematic incor

poration by the academic leadership of private and public
education could become a boon to the accessibility

problem.
However, nothing threatens the Czech system more

than the lack of internal integration at the tertiary level

itself. The current flexibility of programming is not satis
factory for students. At Charles University, each faculty is
closed, and there is no cooperating within study fields. At

the same time, there are too many "blind alleys" with
diplomas of "absolutely no value." Permeability within the

system is needed [Zieleniecová].
Since national standards are missing, there is no

accountability. Ripková observed that the system is
uneven in the quality of the different disciplin es. For

example, science has kept up while others in the soft
sciences have not. Wilhelm pointed out that "zero" co
operation with the university and other Czech private

institutions has resulted in a failure to bring fields of study
together.

The potential influence of EU entry on Czech higher
education

The entry of the Czech Republic into the EU could be
the biggest boon to Czech higher education since 1348.

Appropriate partners for the interchange of students with
other EU universities will be expected [Wilhelm). Josef
Beneš, the Director of Higher Education for the Ministry

of Education, is responsible for the alignment of the
Czech Republic into the EU (The Bologna Declaration and
corresponding process). The Bologna document requires
that the university align with a standard credit system. "H

has influence now, as the Bachelors and the Bologna
Declaration are both addressed," said Hoza. Regarding a
possible "brain drain," Zlatuška has no fear of academi

cians leaving. Spilková made an excellent point when she
stated that the enlargement of international organization

collaborations for finding solutions in common experi
ences of higher education would occur.

And what does the Czech Republic have to offer the
EU? "H has research," stated Zlatuška. And culture.

Wilhelm noted that Charles University students are highly
respected when studying abroad.

Educational leaders
If reforms are to take place in higher education in the

Czech Republic, they mu st be led or supported by educa

tional leadership. The Czech Rectors' Conference was
consistently identified as the holder of leadership in
Czech higher education. Another two groups were identi

fied: the Council of Higher Education lnstitutions, and the
Accreditation Commission. The Accreditation Commis

sion was identified as influential because it gives an expert

view on a study program. This forms the base for its being
awarded accreditation by the Ministry of Education.

Conclusion
The current state of Czech higher education can only

be understood in the context of the overall state of educa

tion and the state of the nation. That can best be described

as being in a state of flux.
Concerning curriculum, the Bachelors qualification

must become a terminal degree. Language program s,
particularly English, must increase. Moral-based educa
tion, cultural diversity and problem-solving skills need to
be prioritized. A highly interactive curriculum should be

introduced, since the labor market of today seeks people
who have interactive skills as well as an adequate knowl
edge base.

In learning, students need to explore their own best
learning acquisition mode and in so doing become active-
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ly involved in higher-order thinking skills. Active partici
pation in research should be encouraged to increase, as
should practical skills.

There needs to be accessibility for at least 70% of the

students who apply. To ease access, liberallaws concern
ing private colleges and universities should be passed.

A new system of finance based on tuition and loans
must be implemented. In a nation of limited resources,

funding must be secured, not only through the State but
also through alternative means.

Concerning EU entry, it is inevitable that education and

politics merge since education is a function of the state.
Czech universities should willingly become a part of the
European area of higher education, and leaders should be
identified ..

The Czech Republic needs to bring into focus its issues,
resources and funds. It needs to define its leadership and

look past the EU to a place of leadership in European
educational consolidation and reformo
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THERO OFCMC
Familial Focality in the Czech Republic

The Hapsburg and German influenee
After the Czech defeat at White Mountain, the

Hapsburgs ruled over the Czechs for nearly 300 years.
The social structure was again hierarchical. With the
defeat of the Hapsburgs in World War 1, the Czechs

formed a democratic Czechoslovak state. However, only

20 years later, the Germans invaded, and Czechs again
faced a threat. Such continuous foreign occupation, first

to elected officials with litt1e input from them (Rose &
Shin, 2001). According to Daniel elson, without civic
participation in a young democratic nation, "democracy
will soon recede, and all-too-familiar authoritarianism will

return with a vengeance."

During tke nigkt, graffiti gangs broke into tke subway

trainyards and sprayed tke trains. Fortunately, tke insides
were left untoucked, since alt of tke doors were locked.

However, during tke day, wkile tke trains were running on

tkeir normal routes, tke insides were sprayed as welt,

causing tke railway manager to say, "Tke public kas only

itselfto blame .... People must see tkem do it, but tkey turn a

blind eye. Everyone is guilty" (Prague Post, 2001).

The Catholie influenee
One reason for Czech familial focality is because

authoritarian entities, such as the Catholic Church and

This anecdote is just one example of the effects of the the Habsburgs and communists, have prevailed through-

cultural model of "familial focality" in the Czech Republic. out Czech history. In 1620, the Austrian-Hungarians
This term describes a defeated a Czech anny that
person's lilniting their --------------------- consisted af rebellious

association to a select The communist era consolidated the work of Protestants. With their
group 01' a private commu- defeat, all Protestants were
nity, with the public previous eras in indoctrinating individuals ejected from Moravia and

sphere left out. Because of with this familial model. Bohemia, leaving only
the lack of contact with Catholics to inhabit the

individuals in the public --------------------- region. Historically,

sphere, only those values that are based on the relations Catholic societies are authoritarian and hierarchical by
of the select group develop. Hence, citizens "turn a blind nature. R. D. Putnam describes how the Catholic Church

eye" to societal transgressions such as the graffiti fosters "vertical bonds of authority" (as opposed to

incident. According to Ra1f Dahrendorf, such values "horizontal bonds of fellowship") among people. Vertical
create resistance to civic matters and distance individuals bonds can result in the separation of people into small

from society. Dahrendorf c1aims that public values are private networks. Catholicism, especially the Catholicism
important for the construction of a civil society; they act of yore, seems to foster what Edward Banfield calls

as a lubricant in the social order and provide a model as to "amoral familism," which is a culture lacking in communi-
how people should interact with each other. ty valu es but one which promotes family bonds that

The familial focality model explains the Czechs' lack of connect the individual to a private community of family
civic participation. According to the 1997 World Values and friends (Lipset & Lenz, 2000). These bonds, as
Survey (WVS), only 7%of Czechs are members of a politi- Lawrence Harrison notes, are important in times when

cal party, as opposed to an average of 18% for "o ideI' survival is a priority, but are not conducive to develop-

democracies". Only 5% of Czechs are members ment and can lead to corruption. Consequent1y, Inglehart
of environmental organizations, compared to 15% found that Catholicism generated a lack of interpersonal
elsewhere. Likewise, 9% are members of professional trust among people.
organizations as opposed to 22%. Only 4% are members of

charitable organizations in contrast with 26%, and 17% are

members of church 01' religious organizations, whereas
this figure is as high as 52% in other countries (Howard,
2000).

Of the above, the statistic on politi cal party membership

is especially telling. This number combined with the fact
that only 15% of the populace trust political parties seems
to portray a nation that is willing to leave the government
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DISENGAGEMENT

by the Austrian-Hungarians and then by the Germans,

with only a brief democratic respite, strengthened the
hold of the familial model on Czech culture.

The communÍst Ínfluence
In 1948, the communists took power in Czechoslovakia

and attempted to mold the minds and lives of the people.

The communist era, with its societal revolution, could
have altered the familial model, as the communist ideal

was to unify all people. However, the familial model was

actually reinforced since citizens were threatened if they

resisted communist ideology. The public sphere, where

the community at large lies, became a place of fear.
Citizens could only escape into their own detached private

communities. In this sen se, the effects of both the
communists and Catholics were similar, with the main

difference being, that the communists produced familial
focality out of fear for one's livelihood or life, while the
Catholics did so via the religion's authoritarian nature.
Consequently, the communist era consolidated the work

of previous eras in indoctrinating individuals with this
familial model.

Gra/fiti on trains: a sign o/ civic disengagement?
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The histary af the Czech lands
has made the farmatian af

cammunal bands difficult.

The education system
Certain elements of the Czech education system effec

tively plaee a divide between individuals, thus adding
support to this paradigm. The divide begins for Czechs at
just twelve years of age when students have to choose
what educational route they wish to follow for the rest of
their school careers. A further subdivision then occurs

within these routes as students join classes in which they
can remain together in one classroom for as many as

eight years at a time and have
Ettle contact with other students.

Thus, for Czechs, the graduating
class of 2004 may have 30
students. On top of this, the

Czech education system is very
competitive, placing individual

against individua!' Testing for
entrance into specific schools is the norm at all levels.

Testing at the university level testing is especially
cutthroat, and only the top 15% of the population get to
attend college. These factors, the lack of interaction with
other pupils and the competitive nature of the Czech

education system, serve to strengthen the familial focality
model.

In the absence of communist control, the effects of this

model have become more apparent. A 1998 study looking

at trends among the youth of the Czech RepubEc found
that "overall, young people were not inclined to see their

community as a caring and cohesive place .... " (Macek,

Flanagan, Gallay, Kostron, Botcheva, & Csapo, 1998).
Monika Pajerova, a Czech state official for ten years,

notes how "corruption in the Czech Republic is
omnipresent." Police admit to being corrupt, scandals
involving politicians oceur so regularly that no one is

surprised by them anymore, and the Transparency Inter
national Corruption Perceptions Index recently dropped
the Czech Republic further down the scale. The familial

model is obviously stili firmly implanted in the Czech
psyche.

Remedies
To alter the familial focality model, three complementa

ry education policies must be implemented. First, compre

hensive secondary schools must replace the current
academic and vocational schools. The comprehensive

school, instead of specializing in vocational or academic
subjects (and thus dividing students on the basis of their
future careers), will bring them together under one roof.
Second, classes should mix all students in a given grade

level, as in the United States. Third, all students should
take a civics course that utilizes service learning that
instills empathy, responsibility and community, and

personal efficacy - traits that counter the familial focality
model.

Such a program therefore has the following elements: it
will be of relevance to students' lives; it will cover real

issues facing the community for students to deal with; it

will offer practice in the skills of citizenship (e.g.,
research, critical thinking, presentation, problem solving),
and it will use the institutions and resources of the

community for students to apply learned skills and knowl

edge.
The history of the Czech lands has made the formation

of communal bonds difficult. Instead, many factors have

influenced the development of familial bonds, including
the Catholic Church, the authoritarian rule of foreign

entities, and the practices and
philosophy of the education

system. The implementation of a
comprehensive school system
with elements that serve to

unify the student body instead

of divide it, including a service

learning civics COUl-se, would
create stronger bonds among students and the communi

ty at large and increase the likelihood of greater civic

engagement and stronger democratic traditions. With
strong communal bonds, the citizenry will begin to care

about transgressions against society and take action to
solve them, instead of ignoring them. This would hopeful
ly help democracy in the Czech Republic to survive in the
future.

DAJ'IIEL C. PADOLSKY

GEORGE WASHI GTOI Ul IVERSITY

Some further references

E. Banfield, The Moral Basis lor a Backward Society (Chicago: Free

Press, 1958)

R. Dahrendori, R. (1969), Society and democracy in Germany

(Garden City, New York: Anchor Books, 1969)

L. E. Harrison & S. P. Huntington (Eds.), Culture Matters: How

Values Shape Human Progress, (New York, NY: Basic Books, 2000),

particularly "Corruption, culture, and markets by S. M. Lipset, & G.

S. Lenz (pp. 112-124) and "Culture and democracy" by R. lnglehart,

"Culture and democracy" (pp. 80-97)

M. M. Howard, "Free not to participate: the weakness oi civil socie

ty in post-communist Europe" Studies in Public Policy (325).

Glasgow, Scotland: University of Strathclyde, 2000)

]. Korbel, Twentieth-century Czechoslovakia: The Meanings 01 Its

History. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1977)

R. Rose & D. C. Shin, "Democratization backwards: the problem of

third-wave democracies" British ]ournal 01Political Science (31),

pp. 331-354 (2001).

R. D. Putnam, Making democracy work: civic traditions in modem

Italy (princeton, New Jersey: PI1nceton University Press, 1993)

P. Macek, C. Flanagan, L. Gallay, L. Kostron, L. Botcheva, L., & B

Csapo, B. "Post-communist societies in transition: perceptions oi

change among adolescents in Central and Eastern Europe. ]ournal

olSocialIssues 54 (3),547-5611998)

D. N. Nelson, "Civil society endangered". Social Research 63 (2)

(Summer, 1996)
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THE SOUPSIST
The story of an American soldier, an Mghan girl, and a hot hullet

At first, it was warm, dark and quiet. Then voices could

be heard. Some were deep and self-confident, one was
kind and reassuring. The voices became more frequent.
But when I heard the smooth silky voice, I felt calm and

safe. I knew that it was speaking to me. I opened my eyes
but I didn't see anything. I tried to open my mouth to
answer but I couldn't, because I was being assailed by
darkness and warmth. '

For the first time, I felt something like displeasure.

This feeling was particularly intense, and I remember it

clearly. There was something here working against my
will - I wanted to scream but I couldn't.

Warmth, darkness, silence, voices, deep tones, self
confidence, reassurance, displeasure and my sen se of will

were the first things I was aware of. Particularly my sense
ofwill.

And outrage at the fact that somebody could oppose it.

And then I was born. I heard a cry and then there was

light. I felt hands touching me. They were cold and bony,
and one finger had a gold ring on it. A man's face bent

over me. It looked shy and awkward. The man held me
and said "goo-goo-gaga". It struck me as ridiculous, so I
smiled. "He's smiling, he's smiling" the man yelled. He

was my father.
Dad was called Lyndon G. Fish. He was head clerk at a

prosperous firm in a small town in Michigan. Everyone
considered him to be a faultless person. His character
was also well known, as was the fact that he went to

church almost every Sunday when his duties permitted
and never failed to support any charitable event. I loved
him. Until one May evening, a few days after my

fourteenth birthday ...
"Get out! Get out Kevin!" my father yelled. He hopped

on one foot across the living room towards the door. I
stood there, with the door handle in my hand. I was stili
sated with the warm air of the thyme-filled streets. I

looked at my father as he tried to put on his boxer shorts
and couldn't get one of his feet into them. I saw how he
was angrily trying to pull them up but couldn't, because

his semi-flaccid, red private parts were caught on the
elastic. I watched as he approached, his face full of indig
nation, anger and surprise. For the first time, I actually

saw his white body as well as the ridiculous chest hair
and blue veins on his stomach. "Get out, Kevin. Under

stand?" my father said hoarsely, as he tried to block my
view of what was behind him in the living room where a

woman I had never seen before was sitting on the sofa.

She had pressed her legs up against herself and was
trying to hide behind a clump of underwear and her

forearm. She had red hair and wild, staring eyes. "Jesus

Christ, boy," my father said.
I let go of the door handle, took two steps forward, and

smashed my fist into Dads face. He staggered back; I
don't know if he fell, because at that moment I turned
round and ran out the door. I hurried to the town's main

street. There were no cars there in the early evening and
no neon signs had been lit yet, or even if they were, they
couldn't be seen, because the sun was too low. I ran by

our school, past the gas station and onwards, beyond the
last houses on the slip road. I swerved under the viaduct
at the place where the train track runs parallel to the

road, and I ran along the railway on a muddy footpath
among brambles and nettles. The path had clear imprints
of bicycle tracks on it. I howled like a wolf or a dog that

had been shot, but I couldn't hear myself well, because
the railroad cars carrying anthracite from the mines in
the west thundered by opposite me. Their rumbling
sounded like the syncopations that Woody Hermann

played at the height of his fame. "How could you do this
to Mom? How could you do it?" I thought. As I fell beside

the track, darkness came. I don't know if I slept or
whether I passed out.

In the morning, I was awakened by wet grass and a
train whistle. The sun shone through the trees, and I felt

that something had broken up in me, that something in
my head had been changed and reshaped and become
dislocated. But I was calm and happy. I was reconciled to

the world and with myself. I knew that I didn't have to
torment myself. I knew that my father's lapse didn't exist,
that it hadn't happened, and that the fat woman who had

been sitting on the couch in our living room didn't exist.
either. In fact, even our living room didn't exist, or our
house or my mother. Nothing existed. Not even my own

father. I knew that everything, including the scent of
wormwood on the embankment as well as the railway
sleepers and the whizzing sound of the railway engines

was not real. I closed my eyes and opened them again.
Everything that was, is and will be amounts to nothing.
Everything, including my body, my hands and the air that
I breathe, was just a likeness that I myself had created.

Apart from the power of my thoughts, the entire world
did not exist.

***

My posting in Afghanistan was in the order of things.
As a lieutenant newly decoIT)missioned from the academy,
they sent me to Fort Bragg for a special SFQC course. It

lasted three months. I was twenty-three years old, and in
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superb condition, both physically and mentally. My time

in the academy and Fort Bragg was one of great learning
and formation. In truth, I sometimes seemed like a

masochist. For instance, only a lunatic would think up
something as difficult as the Sandman. You fill up two

tarpaulin removal bags, which are supposed to represent
injured pilots. Each one weighs a hundred kilos and you
have to haul them 18 km under gunfire to safety. And

then there is the navigation part of the STAR training,
which involves traveling 40 km over water and forest with
30 kg on your back. I read voraciously. I must admit that I
would drift off under a lit lamp with a book in my hands

with a certain feeling of pride. After all, it wasn't just a
desire to impersonate someone like F. Scott Fitzgerald,
but to completely reinvent myself like the protagonists in

The Great Gatsby or The Diamond as Big as the Ritz.
I started as a commander of a platoon in the 82nd

airborne division. Sergeant Steaple was the only one of us

who could speak Pashtu and Dari. She had undergone a
speciallanguage course focusing on gender problems in

the Third ·World. In practice, this meant that, as part of
operation Valiant Strike in the remote villages of Toba
Kakar, she was the one who searched the women and

who crawled under their skirts to make sure they weren't

hiding a Kalashnikov there. I don't know about the boys,
but I didn't like her.

We only had dictionaries that some good-for-nothing
staff officer had cobbled together in Florida. They had
great phrases like "I'm an American soldier and I ha ve

brought you freedom" or "Where is the nearest plaee that

sells mineral water (toilet paper, soap, aftershave lotion,
headaehe tablets) ?"

Toba Kakar was an awful hole in Afghanistan. We

landed in a dried-out riverbed under a blue-tinged, snow
capped mountain. We jumped out of the Chinook helicop
ter, and took up positions. The village consisted of five

clay shacks. This was a weak target. Just an antique BK
200 mine and a few shells. We confiscated a rif1e from a
man who introduced himself as Achtar Muhammed.

"And what will I shoot the wolves with?" he asked. We

jumped back into the Chinook. "What will I shoot the
wolves with!" he yelled.

That day there was a strong windstorm. The Blue

Mountain completely disappeared in clouds of dust, and
at times it wasn't clear if the sand was being stirred up by
a hurricane or by our rotors. We took off. After that, I
don't remember much. Just the jerks of the rotor, a

strange whizzing sound, and a fall.
I woke up in a room with a ceiling of branches. There

were two people there. The man whom we had taken the

gun off, and a girl in a red dress. She would have been
around 16 or 17 years of age. I was naked from the waist
down. I looked at my legs. They were dotted with red and

brownish black scabs. The girl rubbed some sort of fat
into them.

Her name was Nadzheeba and I spent ninety-seven
days in Toba Kakar with her. After three weeks, I learned
that our Chinook had been completely burnt and blown to
smithereens. I was the only one who had survived.

***

She sang her own strange songs. She stuck her tongue
out at herself when she made faces in the mirror. She

washed me, while I was naked from the waist down. She
had no problem with undressing in my presence, and in

front of my own eyes she made tampons from old cloths,
which she had boiled in an iron pot beforehand. She
behaved as if I didn't exist. She didn't even look me in the

eyes whenever she bent down to help me drink from a
bowl of chicken broth.

I came to realize that our eyes never actually met. Once,

when she was shaving me with a horribly blunt razor, I had

the feeling that she was looking straight through me and
saw only a mattress stuffed with maize leaves and a dirty
bed sheet. She didn't react to my halting attempts at
conversation. It was so strange and humiliating that at
times I doubted if I even existed myself. I wondered if I
was actually a real person and if the universe, which came

and went in my head, renewed itself in the details, entities
and amazing intellectual upheavals of my macro and micro

world. I pondered the idea as to whether everything
around us is not just a figment of the imagination of some
sort of central deity, a supreme being who had granted me
his power for a few seconds.

I didn't find an explanation for her behavior until sever

al weeks later. By then, I was now able to get out of bed,
pour myself some tea, and walk to the dooryard. I leafed
through my dictionary:

"I want to go home."
I looked, as she turned round and saw how her eyes

opened wide with astonishment. As our eyes met for the
first time and she smiled shyly, I felt totally certain at that
moment what her response was.
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"Home?"

Throughout the entire time I'd been there, it had never

occurred to her that I could have a home. And not just
that. From the time they took me to her house, in the
sad dle blanket of some stinking mule, up to that moment,
she had not considered me as a living being let alone a

man. To her, I was just a machine, who only resembled a
person by chance. I was a robot who had tumbled into
her kishlak by the will of a merciful and compassionate

Allah from one of those thundering machines that had
been hovering overhead.

The first time they put a green beret on my head with

the inscription DE OPRESSO LIBER in Fort Bragg, I
truly became aware of my appearance as a soldier from a
first-generation modular integrated military system. Vou

have a helmet on your head with a bui\t-in speaker ana
fish-eye night vision. There is a sensory receptor affixed
to your skin for giving details of your blood pressure,

pulse and temperature. Vou are in standby mode: the
weapons, helmet, computer, radio and software systems
are interconnected with signaling programs. Vou can call

a support helicopter immediately through a central
computer. Land Warrior is thus a close combat soldier
just like the warrior they envisaged back home. It has

increased the efficacy of the infantry enormously, as well
as the chances of survival. Land Warrior is a digital
soldier, a proud machine, and a monster. As a Land

Warrior, you evaluate and display data output from
sensors on your weapon and you can riddle your adver
sary with bullets in one burst of fire without ever catch
ing sight of him. AII of this weighs only 84 pounds, of

which the electronics comprise 12 pounds. On top of this,
as a commander I also have a radio which is compatible
with the SINCGARS system, a keyboard and a handheld

display. There are five dry, single-use batteries on my
backside. When I plummeted to the ground, one of these
got burnt and scorched a festering hole there. Any girl

from my town back home would have fainted if she met a
monster like me at night in the suburbs.

What sort of creation did Nadzheeba think I was? After

all she was someone who had never seen a train, a car, a

light bulb or even a potato peeler before.
"My father says that you will be exchanged soon," she

said. She tossed her head and shoulders in such a way,

that I felt like swooning. I thought to myself that perhaps
she might have recognized something human in me.

This wasn't the case. Night fell quickly, and the shadow
of the Blue Mountain shrouded the window in the room.

She brought a lamp and placed it on a locker. She turned
up the wick and the shadows moved around the room.

She unpacked a plastic bag and took out a razor.
"I don't want a shave," I said.
She didn't answer. It was as if I didn't exist. She looked

in my direction somewhat unwittingly. She shook her hair
as she moved.

"Oh, Nadzheeba, Nadzheeba ... "

I sat on the bed as if I were paralyzed. My head, into

which I had managed to cram an entire world, was split

ting:
" ... please, don't do it."

She placed a shard from a mirror on a ledge in the wall.
With one tug she pulled her shirt over her head. She got

the razor ready. It was the same razor that had chafed my

face. She shaved her armpits by drawing the razor over
them in short strokes. The water ran down her sides as

far as her shalvar pants, leaving silvery trails on her skin.

Afghan women regularly shave their armpits. They also
shave their genitals. I know this, but I never thought that
the sight and sound of it could be so harrowing and

unbearable. The movements, and the light and sound of
the flowing droplets, were insufferably beautiful.

"Oh God," I said.

She neither saw nor heard me. How strong that force
that lifted me from the bunk mu st have been. It enabled

me to draw my breath and approach the girl. I touched
her shoulder with my palmo I had wanted it to feel hot. It

scorched like copper.
She screamed and dropped the razor. She covered

herself with her shirt and ran in horror from the room.

This relieved me in the only way in which I could be
soothed:

I was no longer a machine.

***

The next day, she brought some sabz or green tea. Her
hair, face and mouth were shrouded in a headscarf. She

knelt down shyly. With her eyes fixed on the ground, she
placed a tray with a cup and raisins and yogurt on the

carpet beside me. I had engendered humility, fear, and
shame. I, a regular American boy from Michigan, had
engendered humility, fear, and shame.

But I had also created love. I had never felt anything
like it before. Not on the tracks back home, not in the

academy or in Fort Bragg, not on skiing trips or while
heavy petting in Dads old Lincoln. However, all this had

one flaw: even though I exerted all my creative powers, it
was a unilaterallove. Though for Nadzheeba I was no
longer an iron specter who had dropped from the sky, I

was stili a foreigner from another world. A strange man
who could not see a woman's face.

It was insane. Nadzheeba visited my cubbyhole less

and less; she only appeared to bring some griddlecakes
and water, or to tidy up. I spoke to her kindly. I tried to
talk to her in what was supposed to be a sage-like
manner. I spoke ingratiatingly, or in an offended tone. I

addressed her excitedly, and sometimes almost even
yelled at her. She heard me, but she never lifted her

head. She never shaved me anymore or dressed my
bandages.

I strained my will beyond endurance. I made funny
faces. I courted her in the dooryard when she went to the

pen with the goats. I tried to help her with the cans when
she hauled water from the spring. I told her in English
that I loved her more than the United States, more than
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God and more than myself. At night I imitated the wolves

that gathered near the vil1age every day after dark. This
lasted three weeks, before I lost heart. I, who had

managed to make the sun and the moon, who had let

Petrarch's sonnets ring out as well as the songs of
Ferlinghetti and the derision of Voltaire. I, who had
guided the hand of Tizian and Seraut, and dreamed up

the Internet and Microsoft Word, f1ights to Mars,
thundering locomotives and Boeing jets. I, who had
established smiles, tears, characters, dreams and all the

laws of the world from Chamurabbi to the twenty-second
amendment of the American constitution, could not
manage to overcome a woman's lack of love.

Of course, that horrible Sergeant Steaple would have
put it very simply: "If she doesn't want to give herself to

you, then she won't do it, not even if you are made of

gold." I found Steaple repugnant from the very moment
we met. She had the same ginger hair as that woman
Dad once had in the house, when Mom was out for a few

days.
I had the feeling that the wild uneducated Nadzheeba's

indifference would soon break the remnants of my will,
which I had first experienced earlier before I was born. I
decided to escape.

xxx

I chose dzhumma, Friday, the day when all the men

from the kishlak go to the earthen hut that they use
instead of a mosque. I packed a few small things, includ
ing a little bottle of water, and I waited for darkness to
fall. In the afternoon, Achtar Muhammad came down

from the shepherd's hut. He was carrying a Kalashnikov.

"We wil1 soon be exchanging you," he said. He looked

at the sun and added: The wolves have already savaged
nine sheep, two kids and one ram on us."

"Allah al-Akbar," I said

"A1lah al-Akbar," said Achtar.
An evening wind arose and stirred up a cloudlike dust.

Darkness fell quickly, and the howling of wolves could be
heard emanating from the purple blackness under Blue
Mountain.

I bid Achtar good night and went to my room and
bolted the door behind me. I ripped the plastic foil out of

the window and slipped out onto a haystack. I wrapped
my face in a headscarf and waited. The wind turned into a
gale. The poplars by the spring buckled like steel rod s,

but they were almost invisible in the cloudy dust. I start
ed running. I could feel the bandages under my trousers
tearing away and peeling the raw skin that had been

growing back in the last month. At the spring, I jumped
across the stream and dashed towards some red rocks

from where a path led southwards towards Pakistan. My

eyes were full of sand, but I managed to catch sight of
some shadows. It was a pack of wolves. I turned around
and spread my arms. The wolves circled around me and

brushed against my legs. I could hear cries, the bleating
of goats and a dry crack. In the distance, a point of light
appeared in the gloom and came towards me. The wolves

crawled along their stomachs and howled softly. The
point of light flew straight and slow. The wolves fell silent

and stopped making any sound. The point came closer
and the only thing I could hear were the syncopations of

Woody Hermann. They grew stronger and drowned out
my breath and it appeared to me that they absorbed the
entirety of existence. I knew that everything was in order.

The bullet was an image in my own head; its trajectory

and oscillations were the substantiation of my own
decision. It flew along a route whose curvature could only

be perceived by me alone. It glided smoothly towards me

and slowly rotated along a longitudinal axis. It constantly
stayed the same size. It didn't get bigger. Not even when

it was only a few meters from me. Then it touched my
tunic. It was red-hot. I screamed "No! No! o!" It burned

a hole in my uniform and scorched the skin on my breast.

At that moment I became dimly aware that its movement
had probably dislocated my sense of will. The bullet
shattered my breastbone and pierced my heart.

Suddenly it was warm, dark, and silent. The world had
ceased to exist.
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MULTlCur;
ENRlCHMENT OR

Either way, modernization is the solution

The tension between allegiance to a place and the

constant expansion of the scope of communication

between cultures is a permanent and often painful facet of
modernity. The citizens of economically developea
nations, whose birthrates are clearly falling, are afraid
that people who have different values, standards and

lifestyles, will disrupt and subsequently displace their
own cultural traditions, and that migration will result in
the cultural extinction of the host countries.

In this context, it is necessary to ask some rather politi

cally incorrect questions. Is the phenomenon of migra
tion desirable or is it necessary to limit it as much as
possible? Should countries select "desirable" immigrants

to whom citizenship can be granted (on the basis of their
ethnic, racial, cultural or religious attributes)? Is multicul
turalism an enrichment or a threat to national identity?

Should we give immigrants space for their original ethnic
and cultural distinctiveness, or should we rigidly assimi

late them into the image of the local national culture and
character?

Cultural relativism
After giving up its commitments in the colonies and

dependent territories midway through the 20th century,
Western civilization has founded its coexistence with non

European societies on two strategies: promoting the

universality of human rights externally and multicultural

ism internally. Critics of both approaches object to the
promulgation of human rights as a universal value. They

allege that this is a mere invention of Western culture,

and that promoting the issue irritates the rest of the
world.

For several decades now, cultural relativism has been a
characteristic feature of modern social science. Cultural

relativism is based on an effort to avoid projecting one's
own values and standards on those of foreign cultures
from different times and places. Some advocates of

cultural relativism propagated the theory that all

judgments of the world are culturally conditioned and
therefore essentially have the same value. Radical,

ideologically motivated activists, influenced by writers
like Frantz Fanon (a psychoanalyst and philosopher from
Martinique who was the author of the renowned Damnés

de ta terre - "The Wretehed o/ the Earth" - which was
published in 1961) used cultural relativism to question

the validity and credibility of Western institutions. The
American social scientist, Peter Woods, has written about
how cultural relativism and multiculturalism in Anglo

Saxon countries have largely become ideologically
encumbered and manipulated concepts.

And yet this is nothing new. The mas s immigration of
Jewish and Slavic populations at the turn of the twentieth

century gave rise to a wave of anti-Semitism, primarily in
German-speaking areas, and compelled the German
press to sound the alarm about the allegedly uncontrol

lable influx of "culturally and racially inferior"
immigrants. The millions of people who now come from
Asia, Latin America, Africa and Eastern Europe to

Western Europe and North America are also noticeably
changing the face of the world as it is at present. Lets
take a brief look at some countries:

The Czech Republic
According to data from the OECD, the Czech Republic

is among those countries that have the most connections
with global civilization. Consequently, it is highly proba
ble that Czech society will soon be exposed to an exten
sive wave of immigration. In view of the fact that the

Czech lands never directly participated in colonial expan
sion as well as the fact that the Sudeten Germans were

displaced in the wake of the holocaust, the Czech Repub

lic has become the most ethnically "clean" European
state with the exception of Iceland. Consequently. it is

rather hard to gauge the reaction of the local population
to the challenges and pitfalls of multiculturalism

The United States
The USA has traditionally attracted the worlds

"huddled masses". During the period of mass immigra
tion at the end of the 19th century. the term "melting pot"

became an established metaphor. It reflected the hopes
that a young American society had of "remolding" those
arriving from the Old World into proud and self-confident
citizens of the New World through the symbols and

values of democracy, patriotism. hard work and freedom.
Critics of the American model protest that American

society has not managed to assimilate all minorities

equally. As far back as theearly 20th century, exponents
of the Chicago school of sociology and ethnography
showed that the traditional identity of American society,
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based on the dominance of White Anglo-Saxon Protes

tants or WASPs, was being challenged by a vast wave of
immigrants from populations of non-Anglo-Saxon origin,
who came to be commonly referred to pejoratively as
PIGS (Poles, ltalians, Greeks, Slavs) during the First
World War.

At the end of the nineteenth century, the German

sociologist, Gustav Ratzenhofer, predicted that in the
United States, population density and urbanization would
one day reach a critical limit. He anticipated that this
would lead to a major increase in ethnic nationalism,

which would threaten national unity. Various inter-ethnic
and interracial conflicts, as well as speculation concern

ing the danger of a large section of the southwestern part
of the United States breaking away from the Union once
the Hispanic population living there assume a dominant

position, all point to the limits of the American method of
assimilation.

France
ln many respects, French immigration policy has

resembled that of America. From the 19th century

onwards, France gave up on its blood-related "Gallic

identity" and defined citizenship ón a territorial basis (the
so-called jus soli). lmmigrants were assimilated through
the strong inf1uence of patriotism and republicanism,
regardless of their ethnic, racial or religious background.
Nevertheless, the French way, which stems from a tradi

tion of bureaucratic centralism, has now run up against
the limitations of the Western welfare state. As Verena

Stolcke, a professor of social anthropology at the Univer

sity of Barcelona, has written, the anti-immigration
racism of the first half of the twentieth century has trans
forl11ed into anti-immigration cultural fundamentalism at

the beginning of the 21st century, which the extremist
National Front movement has used to its advantage.

Germany
The situation in Germany is more complicated,

because memories still persist of the destructive hyper

trophy of nationalist culture that occurred during the
Nazi era. Despite this, up untill999, the German authori

ties preferentially awarded citizenship to immigrants of

"German ethnic origin" on the basis of the anachronistic
principle of blood ties (the so-called jus sanguinis). At

present, discussions are taking place in Germany on the
role of the so-called leading culture (die Leitkultur),

which is perceived as the dominant cultural model, a

symbolic expression of national identity, and a guide for
the complete assimilation of immigrants.

The Netherlands, Canada, Great Britain
Besides the "melting pot," another model of multicul

tural coexistence exists, which is characterized by the

metaphor of a salad bowl. This is a typical liberal
approach, which to a certain extent allows minorities to

fully cultivate their original culture without being forced

to identify with the dominant set of values of the societal
majority. The Netherlands is one example of the "salad

bowl" form of multiculturalism. evertheless, political
parties pushing for a revision of the existing policy are
becoming stronger in this country.

Canada is also an example of this approach, but it has

been criticized for practically transforming itself into a
confederation of autonomous minorities.

Great Britain is another place which follows this model,

though it is sometimes seen as simply being a by-product

of the ethnic segl11entation and disintegration of the
United Kingdol11.

The "salad bowl" type of l11ulticultural coexistence does
dal11pen racial and ethnic conf1icts, and l11inorities live

side by side in peace. Nevertheless, apart frol11 a
pragl11atic interest in problel11-free coexistence, they

hardly ever integrate. Such societies are in danger of
changing into a kind of "apartheid with a hUl11anface."

Modernization
SOl11eauthors defend the need for the radical assimila

tion of immigrants, and stress that their absorption into a
more developed culture signifies a real starting point,
which opens up new historical perspectives. As far back

as the beginning of the 20th century, the American sociol
ogists, Robert Ezra Park and Frederick Teggart,
published the theory of catastrophic evolution, according

to which the driving forces of history are migration,
conflict and cultural assil11ilation.

Long-term cultural isolation leads to stagnation. ln

Conquests and Cultures, the African-American economist
and historian, Thol11as Sowell, points to the Anglo-Saxon
world, Africa, the American lndians, and the Slavic
nations as examples of conquest and violent assimilation,

which resulted in the transfer of "cultural capital" and
the liberation and development of human creative poten
tial.

Finally, there is the impact of modernization. The

American political scientist Francis Fukuyama, and
Shmuel Noah Eisenstadt from Jerusalem University
portray modernization as a force that uproots local
cultures from their particular existence. Modernization

has certain achievements to its credit, which Western
society cannot withhold from immigrants, even at the
co st of threatening their cultural integrity. For example,

these inc1ude equality for women, basic human rights,
and respect for human life. This is a process that tradi
tional civilizations can no longer resist. Accordingly, the

key to successful multicultural coexistence lies in assimi
lation through 1110dernization, which addresses the
spontaneous qualities of human nature.

Ivo T. BUDIL (1965) IS A UNIVERSITY LECTUllER AND ANTHROPOLOGIST



CZECH CENTRES

CESKÁ CENTRA
•

CZECHIDEA I A PROGRAMME OF THE CZECH CENTRES TO SUPPORT THE

PROMOTION OF THE CZECH REPUBLlC ABROAO

CZECHIDEA 15 A PROjECT OF THE CZECH CENTRES AOMINISTARION FOCUSED ON INITIATING

PROFESSIONAL AND PUBLlC OISCUSSION ON THE STRATEGIC ORIENTATION OF THE CZECH

NATIONAL IMAGE ABROAO.

Making a good impact abroad is key for further development of the Czech Republic

ln the global economy, the traditional differences among companies' products, but also among

regions and countries tend to disappear. The products being offered are more and more homoge

nous, while quality and price are roughly equal. The main competitive differentiator is quickly

becoming communication, marketing, design, and the ability to attract attention and differenti

ate onself from the competition. Clearly, an attractive Czech image that elicits powerful positive

associations will create a significant competitive advantage.

Mission

To initiate public debate on the image of the Czech Republic abroad

To form a consultative group of opinion makers from the public and private sectors

To learn from best practices in other countries

To apply proven private sector branding methods

To analyze perceptions of the Czech Republic abroad

among the general public and in the media

To evaluate communication campaigns already underway

and to quantify their effectiveness

To suggest new opportunities to improve the reputation of the Czech Republic abroad

To promote synergies between public diplomacy,

the export of branded goods, and cultural events

To provide inspiration and training to those who work to represent the

Czech Republic abroad

More information: www.czechcentres.czjczechidea
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THEN AND N OW

What is the European spirit?
result in it becoming a reality, since all achievements begin
as beliefs.

The third survey question concerned the problem of

Europeanism: Will a new type of person, who represents
this "esprit européen" come into being? Astonishingly, in
the domestic survey, most French responders avoided the

question. In the recent survey, most responses were
negative. Only Johan Bejer believed in a new Europeanism,
which will come into being as a result of technological

advances. Stefan Zweig hoped that the Europeans
of the future would not indulge in new forms of nationalism,
but move towards new kinds of assimilation with the intel

lectuals of other continents.

The final survey question dealt with the problem of

Europe itself. Will Europe's future be shaped by the inte!-

Comparing the two surveys, it was

apparent that these thinkers (with
the exception of Einstein)

preferred the former. According
to Madariaga, the Europe of the

future is a difficult concept for

people to grasp. The objective
should be to triumph over economic

forces, since these lead to chaos. The
Russian writer Boris Pilniak noted a

Europe in crisis, which could only be
resolved by social reconstruction and

the ascendancy of the working classes.
Heinrich Mann and Upton Sinclair

declared themselves in favor of a Europe in
which intellectuals won out over obstacles

of an economic nature. Stefan Zweig once
again put forward the idea of European unifi

cation through a collaboration of tangible
economic and intellectual forces. "Today, we

must demand and show with genuine renewed force in all
countries and languages, as well as in all social classes,
that our real aim is intellectual, ethical and political unity

in Europe," he said.
What does the above mean? How will Europe turn out?

Can we share in the opinions of these men, and look

forward to a day when peace and prosperity will once again
prevail on our continent? Today's political and economic
crisis does not prove that the indomitable good will of these

intellectuals is false. lf they could proceed themselves, we
too would feel hopeful.

The question is, what will win out in this decisive battle?

lntellect or brutality?

DR. 1. HITSCHMANNovA

PRlTOMNOS'I; 1934
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LETTER FROM SOMEWHERE

Letter from Panmunjeom

A Korean "borderguard" in the Panmunjeom conjerence

room, which straddles the jrontier between North and South
Korea

Helia everyane,

The Co!d War is alive and

wel\. Living in the former
Soviet Bloc, its hard to think
that there is stili a corner of

the world where Communist

and Capitalist stili glare at
each other across a border.

Come to Panmunjeom and
see for yourself.

This Iittle village, which

for centuries was just an
obscure place in the middle
of boring farmland, has

become synonymous with
the orth-South standoff

on the Korean peninsula.
The armistice that ended

the Korean War was signed here, and consequently its

the place where the border between the two states was
drawn.

There's no way to see Panmunjeom on your own. The

only civilians allowed in the area are the poor unfortu
nates that live and work here. All foreign tourists are
accompanied by licensed guides. As with most tours, the

Panmunjeom experience - and it is certainly an experi

ence - begins in Seou\. The border with the North is only
an anxious 50 km away. The first stop on the way is an

observatory a few kilometers from Panmunjeom, across a
river that serves as a border between the two states. The

observatory is a great place from which to get your first

look at the North. On the day I was there, it would have

been a great place if a thick, soupy fog hadn't descended.
The next stop is the de-militarized zone (DMZ) itself.

The term is ironic, since virtually all the inhabitants are
soldiers who guard the corridor between the two states,

which in actuality is a landmine-infested wasteland with
only a few outposts of humanity.

The first such outpost is Camp Bonifas, a US mi!itary

base only a few hundred meters away from the landmines
and the border. This is where you are briefed about the
history of the DMZ, what to do (and much more impor

tantly, what not do) while in the vicinity of the North.
Most tours pause for lunch in the mess hall, where one
gets a weird combination buffet of American summer

camp food - hot dogs, pizza - and Korean stap!es like
gimchi -a frightening blend of pickled cabbage and spicy
pepper sauce.

The next stop on the tour, the joint security zone OSA)
is truly bizarre. The JSA is a small circ1e right on the

demarcation line (government-speak for the border). Its
name belies its function - both sides patro! their respec-

tive halves of the circle.

When North and South
Korean and American

officials meet to negotiate,

they converge in the confer
ence room. Exact!y half of
the building is in the North,
and half in the South. As if

there wasn't enough perfect
N orth-South division here,
the table in the conference

room where the adversaries

meet is located exactly on

the border that cuts through
the structure. Luckily, one
does get to see the building
and with it, a rare chance to

step into North Korea - even
if for only five minutes, since

you do get the chance hop to the other side of the room.
Mter crossing back over the bOI-der (come on, it sounds

better than "walking across the room," doesn't it?), the

group makes its fina! two stops in the JSA. First is a one
story pagoda a few meters south of the conference room.
You'll feellike you're the tourist attraction here, because

when your group is at the top peering at the other side, at

least one North Korean guard across the way will stop and
take a look at you through binoculars. Its a bad p!ace for

the paranoid. The second and final stop is the western end
of the South Korean/ American section of the JSA. Its
here that you get to gawk at the last piece of weirdness on

the tour, the so-called "propaganda village," in North
Korea. This was bui1t to express how affluent and prosper
ous the North Koreans are. This town is so prosperous
that, as far as anyone can tell, no one is even allowed to

live there. Nonethe!ess, every night someone flicks a
switch somewhere, the lights come on in the hollow build
ings, and the village, big enough to hold 5,000 inhabitants,

roars to life. In a manner of speaking. Even if you dropped
in from Mars, you'd know the village is in North Korea,

thanks to the massive flagpole planted there. At a stupefy
ing 160 meters, its supposedly the largest structure of its
kind in the world. For a time, the North and South had a
kind of "flagpo!e race," on their respective sides of the

border, building taller and taller structures in order to top
their riva1. Mter a while, the exercise got to be exhaust
ing, and the South gave up.

Vou have to admire the North: they may not be ab!e to

feed their peop!e, but they sure can build big flagpoles.

See you,
Eric Volkman
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PARTING THOUGHTS

The Big Picture
Even after a few hours, a first-time visitor to the Republic of

South Africa can see that the country is at a crossroads. It is a land
of numerous contrasts, a huge country, a great land, with deserts
and high mountains, beaches and bush. But underneath the

grandeur and the wonder, there is palpable tension. The world's
most multitudinous wildlife live in perfect national park systems,
while a huge swath of the population lives in abject poverty, acquir

ing the AIDS virus at a rate of 1,000 people per day. Central Johan
nesburg is filled with mounds of garbage, some of it hanging from
the now sickly trees that stand in front of the now empty 70-story
skyscrapers. Masses of black poor congregate on the sidewalks,

spilling into the streets. Homeless vagrants and drug pushers
catch naps in front of the Central Court building. Apartheid has

been lifted, but there is not a white person in sight. They are in the
suburbs, or running the large farms. A billboard shows an old
Dutch-style Boer home, with a nice white family sipping premium
wine from their vineyard. But the sign at the crossroads points to

an uncertain future, or to implosion and collapse. South Africa is
slipping.

ln Europe and North America, we believe that history marches

forward, and with it, progress. We are taught that way in school,
memorizing facts, inventions, movements, and developments via
chronological order. Later generally equals better, at least in some
sense of the word. Modern man does make mistakes, but has

generally learned from them, only to be faced with new challenges.
Globalization is one of them. We all move forward.

Not really. As Henry Kissinger wrote recently, on planet Earth,
civilization has developed, and will develop, according to various

harmonograms. Speaking generally, North America and Europe
are in the 21st Century, South America and China are in the 19th
and 20th centuries, the Arab world is somewhere in the 17th

century with parts of it now retreating, and the Third World is

slowly moving out of the middle ages. It is not just time that moves

at different speeds under different condi

tions, but entire cultures, nations, and
civilizations.

ln fact, when movement does occur, it is

often cyclical. For example, here in the
Czech Republic entry into the EU, a multi
national organization, is regarded as a huge step forward. Though

the fanfare is justified, the Czech people have essentially always

existed as part of multinational organizations: the Soviet, Habsburg,
Holy Roman, Roman, and Greater Moravian empires are but a few
examples, each of which ensured the survival of the Czech nation in

their own way.
We are all familiar with the term "History repeats itself." But this

begs the question, how much does it really go forward? For example,
just as was the case in the past centuries, the great majority of
conflicts in the world today continue to be based on religious differ

ences. In fact, from the point of hwnan death and suffering, the insti

tutionalization of religion and the resultant killing of people based on
their religious beliefs, can be viewed as man's greatest blunder. From

the Inquisition and the Thirty Years' War to the Holocaust, Balkans,
Chechnya, Afghanistan and Palestine, we still refuse to learn.

Yet even today, in Europe, the West, and the Middle East, we

continue to define limits narrowly, from the inside out. A1ternatives
are framed by the terrorist suicide bomber on the one hand, and far
reaching initiatives that focus on "restoration of democracy," or

"self-governance" on the other. However, when placed against the
Big Picture, such thinking loses most of its relevance. The same
holds true of our Western notion of seemingly simple concepts such

as "victory" and "progress". The failure to recognize this and act
accordingly has been, and stili is, the greatest fault of Europe and
the developed West.

Martin Jan Stránský
This article originally appeared in The Prague Post
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OFFICE SPACE

NÁRODNí 9 (FAMOUS TOPic BUILDING)

1st floor: 653 m2

Luxury office space in fully rennovated magnificent art-deco building. Exquisite large central
area with glass roof - original "Topic salon" perfect for open office plan. Carpets, tiles,
balconies, parquet floors, vertical blinds, designer lighting, kitchens, modem bathrooms,
central reception areas. Night watchman, 24 hr. camera surveillance, elevator. Unlimited
phone lines. Central grade V PC network.

4th floor: 105 m2 (3 offices)
Luxurious offices in a beautiful art deco building, fully renovated. 4th floor plus atelier space
with a víew of Prague Castle. Elevator, night watchman, 24 hro Camera surveillance, 24
phonelines, PC-TV-satellite cable hook up in every room, security door with electronic code
and alarm, vertical blinds, designer lighting, full kitchen, carpets and tiles, new bathrooms,
large central hall and reception area, deaning doset.

NÁRODNí 11

1st floor: 350 m2 right wing
3rd floor: 313 m2 - offices 13 - 37 m2 (to hire single)
Exquisite neo-dassical building, fully renovated. Carpets, tiles, parquet floors, kitchens, centra I
reception areas, modem bathrooms, vertical blinds, designer lighting. Night watchman, 24 hr
camera surveillance. Elevator. Central Grade V PC lines, unlimited phone lines.

FULLY FURNISHED APARTMENTS

NÁRODNí 9 (FAMOUS TOPic BUILDING)

Luxury apt. Number 1 = 2 + KK, 57m2
Entry ha II, bathroom /shower with toilet, room seperate with fully equipped kitchen, large
bedroom. TV, cable satellite, stereo deck, phone. Maid service 4X weekly. Excellent location to
work in center. Available since April 2004.
Price: 27.000,- Kc a month

Luxury apt. Number 2 = 1 + KK, 53m2
Entry hall, bathroom / shower with toilet, large studio with kitchen corner, fully equipped. TV,
cable satellíte, stereo deck, phone. Maid service 4X weekly Excellent location to work in center.
Available since January 2004.
Price: 25.000,- Kc a month

Luxury room Number 3 = 35m2 - FOR IMMEDlATE OCCUPANCY
Entry hall, bathroom / shower with toilet, refrigerator, coffee machine, TV with satellite, phone.
Maid service 4X weekly. Excellent location in center Good for short-term rent
Price: 1.400,- Kc daily, reduced rate for longer stays!

AI!apartments are reached via private lift. Building has 24 hr camera surveil!ance and night watchman .




